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From Thrace to Bengal:

Greek Merchants and the Salt Trade in Early Colonial Bengal

Sayako Kanda'

Abstract: This study explores Greek merchants’ activities in late 18th and early 19th
century Bengal. They mainly migrated from Thrace under the control of the Ottoman
Empire and advanced eastward, establishing a strong commercial base in the frontier districts
of eastern Bengal. Their commercial success, particularly through the salt trade under the
monopoly of the English East India Company (EIC), and withdrawal from commerce in
later years from the 1830s reflect the socioeconomic transformation of early colonial Bengal.
Simultaneously, their activities and complex relations with the EIC officials largely influenced

the EIC’s governance over the colonial society.
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(2)  “Introduction”, in Himadri Banerjee, Nilanjana Gupta, and Sipra Mukherjee (eds.), Cal-
cutta Mosaic: Essays and Interviews on the Minority Communities of Calcutta (New Delhi:
Anthem Press, 2009), p.3. &% F ) v AT I 2 =74 ICHTL2EEIEETN TV,

(3) Ty UBEKOIEEIZOWTIL, Stanley Chapman, Merchant Enterprise in Britain: From
the Industrial Revolution to World War I (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1992),
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R, MBI EB DN THL, € LEBADL?IE, 1Ly - NAZXT 42T
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)= MEORK EIFEA~NOHEE I > THUN L VR H 72D TH b, ORI O, HE0
KEREAAODBEAZITTHND v ¥ THEELERD, RPHRTHFI V- (BE) & L THEW

(5)  BAES N KRFMENICH LT ¥ videdE (Greek Memorial) (&) ¥ ¥ 26 BMEL7EAZEHED
HEZRLEL T, 19MHAKRIZT v VEKIC L > TRHIZENTZDDTH b,

(6) ZOWHOWIEEIMIZOWTIE, MHSR I [19 RO A » FiEE— LEE] 20 50
FENA ), AERE R EaH MR oRE L RE] (F2EH, 2012 4F), 249261 X—T %%
HE

(7)  Somendra Chandra Nandy, Life and Times of Cantoo Baboo, Krishna Kanta Nandy: the
Banian of Warren Hastings, vol.1 (Bombay: Allied Publishers, 1978); vol.2 (Calcutta: Dev-
All Pvt. Ltd., 1981); Blair B. Kling, Partner in Empire: Dwarkanath Tagore and the Age of
Enterprise in Eastern India (Berkley and Los Angeles: University of California Press, 1976).
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(8) Balai Barui, The Salt Industry of Bengal 1757-1800: A Study in the Interaction of British
Monopoly Control and Indigenous Enterprise (Calcutta: KP Bagchi, 1985), p.135; Pradip
Sinha, Calcutta in Urban History (Calcutta: KLM Private, 1978).
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(16) Joan G. Roland, “The Baghdadi Jews”, Olpa Slapak (ed.), The Jews in India: A Story of
Three Communities (Jerusalem: The Israel Museum, 1995), pp.36-37.

(17) Thabit A. J. Abdullah, Merchants, Mamluks, and Murder: the Political Economy of Trade
in Eighteenth-Century Basra (Albany: State University of New York Press, 2001), pp.109—
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