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[hara Saikaku as an Economic Thought

. . *
Masamichi Komuro

Abstract: Thara Saikaku was one of the most famous novelists of the Edo Period. He
wrote many popular storybooks concerning the lives of townspeople in 1680s and 90s, wherein
we can discover his economic thoughts. However, previous studies have not clearly explained
his economic thought because of the improper knowledge of economic history. This study
considers the second half of the 17th century as a period of new economic growth, wherein
the market economy and urban society were beginning to develop. Though Saikaku felt the
life in this new society as rootless and somehow false and thought the life of agrarian people
as real human, he advocated concerning the aggressive economic life of townspeople. This

study clarifies Saikaku’s such ambivalent thoughts regarding economic circumstances.
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