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Recognition and Description of the Asia-Pacific War:

Focusing on the History Textbook of Junior High School in the 1946-1955

Yukari Okubo *

Abstract: The representation of the Asia-Pacific War in history textbooks has been a
much debated topic since approximately 1960. Prior to 1955, the war experience was a
sensitive topic, which exerted an effect on the historical perspective. As this aspect has
not been studied up to the present, this study discusses Japanese textbook histories written
about the Asia-Pacific War. In this study, an early post-war (1946-1955) history textbook

is examined to illustrate this effect on Japanese historians and educators.
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