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Philosophy of Language and Epistemology of History:

A Critique of Contemporary Historical Nihilism

Junji Kanda "

Abstract: Under the influence of Postmodernism an agnostic view of history is spreading
into historical sciences. It denies a provable value of historical evidence in general and
regards history as nothing more than a story, which every historian can construe arbitrarily.
Analysing critically the problems of this historical nihilism, which draws on the Saussurean
linguistics of arbitrariness as well as on Derrida’s philosophy of différance, i. e. the radical
variety of Saussure’s approach, this study puts forward a realist epistemology of history
based on Humboldt’s non-arbitrary philosophy of language.
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mantik geschichtlicher Zeiten, Frankfurt a. M. 1989, S.107ff.

(109) Vgl. Werner Conze, Vom Pébel zum Proletariat. Sozialgeschichtliche Voraussetzungen fiir
den Sozialismus in Deutschland, in: Moderne Deutsche Sozialgeschichte, hrsg. von H.-U.
Wehler, Kéln 1976. — Vgl. auch ders., Proletariat, Pobel, Pauperismus, in: Geschichtliche
Grundbegriffe. Historische Lexikon zur politisch-sozialen Sprache in Deutschland, hrsg. von
O. Brunner, W. Conze und R. Koselleck, Bd.5, Stuttgart 1984, S.27ff.
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(110) Karl Popper, Epistemology without a Knowing Subject, in: Objective Knowledge. An Evo-
lutionary Approach, Oxford 1972, pp.106ff.
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(111) Perry Anderson, On Emplotment: Two Kinds of Ruin, in: Probing the Limits of Represen-
tation, p.64.

(112) Brouning, op. cit., p.31.

(113) Carr, op. cit., p.24.
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