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Resource Investigations in Wartime North China: Focusing on Shanxi Gakujyutsu
Chosa Kenkyu-dan in 1942

AiE  FEF(Kiyotaka Maeda)
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Abstract

This study discusses the resources investigations performed by the Shanxi Science
Research Mission in 1942 in the Shanxi Province of China, from the project draft to the
results report, partially clarifying the factors for the collapse of Japan’s mineral
resources development plan in northern China. The observations in this study clarify
that the factors preventing non-ferrous metals procurement, considered as necessary
beginning in 1941, and the full-fledged mining for procurement in the Shanxi Province
are not limited to the shortages of materials, food, labor, and transport as indicated in
past studies, but also due to the absence of non-ferrous metals reserves, as can be

viewed from the 1942 resources survey.
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