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Establishment of Branch Villages in Manchuria during the Pacific war: The Example of
the Nissho Tomosaka Settlement Association (1942-1945) of Nakauonuma County,

Niigata Prefecture
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Abstract

This study discusses the immigration to Manchuria during the Asia-Pacific War period,
particularly focusing on the relationship between settlers groups and their home
villages. The object of consideration is the “Bungo Emigrants” or district/division
emigrants, comprising immigrants sent from agricultural villages in Nakauonuma
District in the mountainous area of Niigata Prefecture.

The Manchurian Immigrants from Niigata Prefecture were largely sent to settlements
in “North Manchuria” under the need for increased food production in full-out war
conditions and to pursue national defense policy objectives. The analysis in this study
elucidates the circumstances surrounding the settler groups, who were forced to
respond to demands for increased food production and delivery under conditions of food
and supply shortages, along with the increasingly unstable relationship between the

settler groups and their home villages that occurred during this process.
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