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How to Rebuild the City Centre Destructed by the Great East Japan Earthquake:
A Case of Ishinomaki-City
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Abstract

Although three years have elapsed since the Great East Japan Earthquake, the disaster
area 1s just at the start of a full-fledged reconstruction effort. This study examines the
case of Ishinomaki City, which is attempting to restore its city centre with a certain
direction in mind. The basic concept is the introduction of a flexible area management
through the “separation of use from ownership” using fixed-term land leaseholds.
Community building is accomplished with the cooperation between residents and
surrounding stakeholders including municipalities. Although the attempts in
Ishinomaki City may not be applied the way it is to other regions, this article proposes a

perspective on the concepts and methods that are applicable to other regions and cities.
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