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Abstract

In the 1930s, philosophy in Japan managed to transform into a discipline that took
history and society as central targets of inquiry. However, during this transformation,
instead of focusing on an absent philosophy, a speech called “Criticism of Civilization”
highlighted debates in the contemporary world following the First World War. This
study, while clarifying an aspect of history of thought during and between the war
period by confirming related facts, elucidates the mechanisms common to both East and
West as an awareness toward the inevitability of world unification, inviting a dichotomy

between both parties.
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