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Germ-warfare by Unit 731 and Medical Ethics in Japan

AT B (Takao Matsumura)
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Abstract

Based on the doctoral dissertation in medicine submitted to Keio University by
Masahiko Takahashi and the University of Tokyo by Jun-ichi Kaneko, respectively (both
former medical doctors of Unit 731), this study confirms the facts surrounding the
development and research of plague infected fleas performed through human
experimentation under the responsibility of Takahashi, the person in charge of the
plague squad, and the actual scattering of the plague infected fleas (PX) in more than
ten regions in China during the 1940-1942 period, resulting in a large number of deaths.
In addition, this study confirms the cooperation by Takahashi in the preparation of a
detailed report in English provided to the U.S. after the war of material related to germ
welfare and Unit 731, in exchange for war trials immunity to Unit officers and doctors.
Moreover, this study questions the very fact that the Japanese medical community can
remain free from self-criticism up to now regarding the involvement of doctors with
Unit 731 symbolized by the department of medicine at universities in post-war Japan

that awarded doctor’s degree in medicine to those involved in Unit 731.
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