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Work, Public Assistance and Single Mothers: An Economic Analysis of the Impact of
Recent Policy Changes
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Bkt BEF-(Kohei Komamura)
Kt ME(Yui Ohtsu)
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Abstract

This study clarifies the possibility of decreasing employment rates among single
mothers receiving public assistance after the repeal of the Fund for Promotion of
Employment for Single-Parent Households and the return of the Maternal Additional
Assistance Premium, using the individual data of the Ministry of Health, Labor and
Welfare’s “Survey on Living by Social Security” (Fiscal Year 2009). However, even if
system reforms negatively impacted employment rates, a possibility exists that, from a
social welfare perspective, this is not becoming a problem and therefore it is critical to
carefully withhold reservation toward value judgments regarding whether a decrease

(or increase) in employment rates is socially desirable.
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Mean  [Std. dev.]
WEBAEH
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