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from Being Born" as the Turning Point of Maternal and Child Health Policy in Japan
—The Medicalization of "Fetus" and the Controversy over Reproductive Technologies in

an Era of a Society with Low Infrant Morality Rates—

+ /& #(Atsushi Tsuchiya)

ARG TIE, 1960 FAED D 1970 FERPIFAIC T C, #iF BIGREECEEMICITRbh
- EREFR) OWMETHBIRTH D [REEbDEEN\ViES) O BEEE L
SHTL, TR BARMEEONAREER () 250 o [(DEE) DR ~EBAT
THERC, T THEUE~Z o RS ORI IS T 2B T, EFICAIECED
K TFICHE D BT BT O FRBRE T, BAEBREMED E - HEE2DD Hin) &
HERTHD L2 LI, TR, MESOBMKEREZ, HBIE 2D 58
LWEFELO—RE—C e REE) OMAETH ORI, KEOITIREOFERS [
R ORE L ZOREEHPEREROERDOPTLYRERY = &GS TNL
WRE—& LTS LT,

Abstract

This study analyzes the rising process of the “Movement for Preventing Unfortunate
Children. From “being born,” a birth prevention policy of “Children with Congenital
Diseases” which transpired countrywide from the mid-1960s to the early 1970s led by
local governments. I indicate that as the Japanese society shifts from a population
structure of “(high birth rates) high mortality rates” to “(low birth rates) low mortality
rates,” the resulting form of response to the transitions in the macro disease structure,
especially when considering the process of reorganization of the maternal and child
health policy that accompanies decreases in infant mortality rates, serves as a “new”
management method regarding reproduction and birth that represents eugenics. Also at
this time, this study conceptualizes the rise of this movement as a process, in which
stronger weights within the practice of obstetric care were attributed to women’s age at
the time of pregnancy and protection of the “fetus” and its health management, with the
purpose of preventing birth of “Children with Congenital Diseases” in particular, as one

aspect of the new medicalization of the “fetus.”
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