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Abstract

Is it appropriate to refer to bioethics in Japan as “ethics”? This study discusses this
question, (1) using the framework of reference from the philosopher Comte—Sponville’s
“four order” theory, (2) looking not only at post-1980s history, when bioethics became a
topic in Japan, but also going back to its “prehistory.” Thus, while showing that
bioethics does not fulfill the demands of “ethics” as it falls into “confusion of order,” this

study suggests that, in its “prehistory,” a distinct path was also possible.
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