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Abstract

The basic question this study addresses is how we analyze the problem of “human life”
in the history of economic thought. The results in this field where this problem is
discussed straightforwardly is extremely rare and reveals the methodology defects of
economic science. Herein, to approach this problem, I primarily focused on the rhetoric
of social exclusion in the ideas of the mercantilist period. The hidden discourse
concerning “human life” embedded in commercial activities, especially colonialist trade,

holds the key for clarifying the dark parts of “modern” economic thought.
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