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Abstract

Current local industrial production data across the country indicates a declining trend
in the number of companies, number of employees, amount of manufactured and
shipped goods, and so on. Despite these circumstances, small and medium enterprises
planning developments in new fields and taking advantage of technology cultivated in
the production of existing local products are emerging. In this study, raising the cases of
regional production of copper utensils in Toyama Prefecture’s Takaoka City and regional
production of eyeglasses in Fukui Prefecture’s Sabae City, while clarifying the factors
leading to new developments in each of these small and medium enterprises, I examine

the nature of the changes occurring in the structure of these production regions.
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