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British Imperialism and the Labour and Arms Trade in the Southwest Pacific

N B A (Mahito Takeuchi)
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Abstract

During the late 19th century, British, French, German, and American labor and arms
traffickers kidnapped the people of the southwest Pacific islands, taking them as
plantation workers to Queensland and Fiji colonies. This study focuses on British
regulations on arms and labor trade, rather than analyzing the labor and arms trade
itself, and elucidates the nature of British liberal intervention. In practice, I
particularly focus on the relationship between missionaries and the state power,
analyzing the reasons for British decision to embark on regulation of labor and arms
trade and the efficiency of these regulations. In addition, I ascertain the degree of
efficiency in the “protection” of southwestern Pacific islanders by British regulatory

intervention.
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