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Philosophy of Religion and Epistemology of Social History in Case of Ham Sok Hon and
Chi Myong Kwan

AT B (Takao Matsumura)
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Abstract

By tracking and analyzing the ideas of Korea’s religionists, Ham Sok Hon and Chi
Myong Kwan, this study has found that two social historic epistemology features can be
found at the root of their ideas: 1) Ideas of the People (Sial) and 2) The plea for
restoration of the wholeness of the various territories. Next, this epistemology would be
formed by their participation in actual social movements such as the resistance
movements against prewar Japanese colonial rule and the movement for democracy
against the military administration in postwar Korea. Hence, this study shows that
social history epistemology is not a pedantic abstract theory of history, but rather a
theory dynamically formed inside real resistance and social movements, affecting these

movements and forming interactive relationships with them.
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