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Vilfredo Pareto and the Integrability Problem of Demand Functions
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Abstract

This study reevaluates the efforts regarding the integrability problem by Vilfredo
Pareto. First, this study shows that Pareto deliberately uses two types of integrability
condition, depending on the measurability of utility. In addition, it reexamines the
contents of Volterra’s review of Pareto’s “Manuale di Economia Politica,” to show that it
1s not limited to highlighting the omission of integrability condition by Pareto. Although
Pareto’s contribution to the integrability problem has been regarded negatively in the

past, the analysis in this study is intended to partially correct this evaluation.
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