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Abstract

This study examines the structure of infant mortality, using the alpha-index to outline
the living environment indicators surrounding neonatal mortality and pregnant
women’s health. Subsequently, while investigating the structure of infant mortality, this
study elucidates the variation and level of indicators related to infant mortality across
approximately 100 years, segmented by prefectures. Particularly during the interwar
period, from an analysis focused on the Tohoku region’s Aomori Prefecture from Meiji to
Taisho periods, it becomes clear that there was nationwide progress in the improvement
of pregnant woman's health and that even in the Tohoku region’s Aomori Prefecture,
once called the dark among the dark, improvement occurred within the same

nationwide framework.
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