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Abstract

This paper establishes a historical understanding of the changes in living conditions
from the late 19th to the early 20th centuries with reference to dysentery in Japan. It
examines how the explosive increase in patients and the measures against the rising
morbidity changed the conditions surrounding patients, doctors and hospitals, and their
relationship. It also shows that these changes reveal a clue to understand the transition
of Japanese preventive measures of infectious diseases at the beginning of the 20th

century.
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