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Spanish Flu in Japan and its Relationship with Tuberculosis
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Abstract

This study considers whether the conditions associated with the spread of tuberculosis
in Japan influenced the deaths from the Spanish flu. To that end, a relationship with
mortality rates before and after the epidemic of Spanish flu cannot be shown, and in the
period of this epidemic only, a relationship exists between influenza and tuberculosis,
factories, and factory workers. In addition, a relationship exists between influenza and
tuberculosis in a wider age bracket for women than men. This suggests that a
possibility exists of partially explaining the increase in mortality rates due to the crisis

of the Spanish flu epidemic under conditions where tuberculosis prevailed.
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