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Abstract

While cholera epidemics became less explosive and conspicuous, this did not mean that
outbreaks of acute infectious diseases generally disappeared in Japan during the first
half of the twentieth century. As a case study, this article focuses on the typhus epidemic
that struck Tokyo and the regions of north-eastern Japan in 1914. By searching into
factors enhancing the risk of diffusion, this article examines the relationship between
socio-economic conditions, particularly labour and living environments at the time, and

the spread of infectious diseases.
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