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A FCE%  Sustainable Development and
the Malaysian Bakun Dam De-
velopment Strategy Revisited
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RNBENDEE

On 8" September 1993, the Malaysian gov-
ernment officially announced the approval of
one of the most expensive mega-projects in the
economic history in the country — the Bakun
dam project. The project, which is the largest
in Southeast Asia, involves a complete and irre-
versible destruction of 69,640 hectares of forest
ecosystem as well as forceful displacement of
the entire indigenous population (some 10,000
people) living the Bakun region. The construc-
tion of the project is estimated to cost approx-
imately RM9 billion of the tax payers’ money
(RM=Ringgit Malaysia, US$1=RM3.8).

Since then, the project has come under se-
vere criticisms from the local and interna-
tional NGOs, claiming it as socially destruc-
tive, environmentally unsustainable and eco-
nomically misconceived. The Malaysian gov-
ernment, however, endorses it as one of the
recipes in shaping the Malaysian economy to-
wards achieving its long-term vision of growth
— “Vision 2020”. Under this vison, it is ex-
pected that by 2020, Malaysia will become a
developed country on par with the advanced
nations in the West.

It is worth noting that the above conflicting
views in conceptualizing development process

in Malaysia reflect two polar cases of sustain-
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