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Abstract

The United Kingdom began considering postwar reconstruction in the early stages of
WWII. During this stage, various reforms were planned based on a consensus that
surpassed the ideological differences between the Conservative Party and the Labour
Party. Social policies resulting from these reforms were especially praised as being
synonymous with the postwar welfare state. However, a recent view gaining strength is
that the British postwar rebuilding efforts were not characterized by consensus but
rather by various constraints, and that the results of reconstruction were very limited.
This study clarifies the research situation, highlighting problematic points in the

British postwar reconstruction studies including current issues and future challenges.
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