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Slave Traders and Western Migration : The Domestic Slave Trade and Trading Network
in the Antebellum South
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Abstract

Ballard, a slave trader based in Richmond, VA in the early 19th century, expanded the
trade volume by strengthening alliances with local merchants and eventually
established a partnership with one of the largest slave trading companies in the South,
located in New Orleans. With the wealth accumulated through trade, Ballard migrated
to the West and became a successful planter merchant. The Ballard document records
the characteristics of domestic slave trade and slave merchants, revealing that domestic
slave trade helped the expansion of the Western slave economy through capital
formation in the South. It was a strategically vital economic activity that significantly

impacted southern planters and merchants.
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JH %
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Virginia 44 .4
District of Columbia 3.0
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A 2ER] [VEs 2 AR i SERifiA%
Tribune 9/27/1831 25 19 $355.44
Lafayet 10/15/1831 32 — $347.83
Industry — 69 — $361.67

Ajax 2/13/1832 45 19 $289.09
Tribune 3/19/1832 35 21 $342.04
Tribune 11/ 2/1832 41 16 $344.18
Tribune 1/28/1833 38 19 $396.05
Tribune 3/21/1833 85 18 $336.31
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RS *H P (%) PR URR -2y i
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(39) MR DA AN DL — F 2D T Howard Bodenhorn, A History of Banking in Antebel-
lum America: Financial Markets and Ecomomic Development in an Eva of Nation-Building
(Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 2000) £ 3, 4 %,

(40) Harold D. Woodman, King Cotton and His Retainers: Financing and Marketing the Cotton
Crop of the South, 1800-1925 (Lexington: University of Kentucky Press, 1968) 40-42; Richard
H. Kilbourne, Debt, Investment, Slaves: Credit Relations in East Feliciana Parish, Louisiana, 1825~
1885 (Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 1995) 5 2 =21,
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