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The Frontier in Comparative Perspective

Urban Migration and Frontier Migration from Samar Island, Philippines

FHH 12E(Naomi Hosoda)
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Abstract

This study examines two major patterns of population movement in the Philippines in
the second half of the 20th century — migration towards cities and migration towards
frontier lands —, and interrogates continuity and discontinuity between those two
migration patterns, based on the case of a village on Samar Island in the Visayas. A
closer look at the motives behind each reveals that while in both patterns, migrants
seek opportunities for a better living, the place where their goal is actually realized is
the destination area in the case of migration towards frontier lands, but in the case of
migration towards cities, their goal is realized both the destination area and the home

village by way of remittances.
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