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Individual Rights and Duties

While God has given man the gift of life, he has also given him the capacity to
support that life, provided he duly employs the means. This capacity for exertion,
however, would be useless without liberty to use it. Accordingly, every human
being, of whatever colour or country, has, by a law of nature, the property of his
own person. He belongs to himself. In ordinary language, man is born free.

This freedom he is not at liberty to sell or assign. Neither, in justice, can any one
take away his personal freedom, so long as he conducts himself properly and does
not injure his neighbours. -A man may enter into a contract to serve another for a
length of time, for hire; but in doing so he still retains the property of his own
person, enjoys the fruits of his own industry, and no one is entitled to intrude on
his domestic arrangements. In law, this degree of liberty is called civil liberty—
that is to say, liberty secured by the laws and subject to the regulations of the civil
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Property is the right to enjoy and dispose of something valuable. A thing may be
of great importance and use to us, and yet not our property: thus, the light of
day and the air we breathe are far more essential to us than ornaments or furniture,
but they are not property, because they are blessings of nature enjoyed by all. There
never can be a question as to who is entitled to them, because all have them. In
a free coutry, we are not accustomed to call personal freedom property, because all
may enjoy it who have not lost it for some special cause. For the same reason
streets and roads, which all may use, are not to be considered property, though
sometimes, by a peculiar way of speaking, they are called public proper(t?).
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But the relation, which is esteemed the closest, and which of all others produces
most commonly the passion of pride, is that of property.

This relation ’twill be impossible for me fully to explain before I come to treat of
justice and the other moral virtues. ’Tis sufficient to observe on this occasion, that
property may be defined, such a relation betwixt a person and an object as permits
him, but forbids any other, the free use and possession of it, without violating the
laws of justice and moral equ%gir).
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