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(1R 1
‘| My Loxd

Kirkaldy 15 : Jan @ 1769

I am extremely obliged to your Lordship for the
very polite Message you was good as to sénd me last week
5 by Mr John Balfour. The Use.of your Lordships collecti=
=on of Papers concerning the Prices of Corn & other Provi=

=sions in Antient times will.lay me under a very great

obligation. I. have no papers upon this -upon- subject except
an account of the fiars of Mid Lothian from the 1626 &

10 this was copiéd too from a Printed Paper produced in a
process before the Court of Session some years ago. .l
expect soon to-get some others, particularly an account.
from the Victvalling office. I have, however, a good

. number of printed Books such as IFleetwood, Du Pré

15 de St Maur, Police des Grains, Messance sur la Po=

i =pulation. & sur les prix des grains, Essays on the Corn
trade &c; All of which, except Messa_ncé, your Lordship

" has probably seen: His accounts go no‘furtherk back

than 1670. I look upon him, however, to be the most ju=

20 []dicious author of them all. I have made a good number

*+(14) Francis W. Hirst, Adam Swmith (“English Men of Letters” ; London : Macmillan, 1904), p. 144. H
HWGER P70 a0 A S Ap CHOR L BADCEE, 1952) p. M2 SUSLEEBR LS b Tidinys
(15) AFH—UHE FEEADIRIS CION @ Yussips, 1972), p. 273.
U6) AMIA—IYEES PEE S CI Al A, 1976), pp- 483—484.
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of remarks both upon the accounts given in thecse

books, & upon some things relating to the same subjg:ct

-

which L have found in the History. of the Exchequer,

in the English Acts of Parliament, & in the Ordonnances
25 of the french Kings. My own Paﬁe»rs are in very great
disorder & I wait for some further informations

which I expect from different quarters before

I attempt to give them the last Arrangement.

As soon as they are fit to be seen I shall be very happy

G 1. Kirkaldyd K ; Kircaldy R R CiIORADOD LI av~2d5H, BliKIiL, Jan 0B L RTHA

BRAIB BY, BBENCIIRL, ¥ie, K whBbae v, R Tisl, ,

4. Message] R; message K. week] K; R Cix/kik, 7635, R Cix [so] good t il » CHilro

5. Use] R ; use K. Lo AC, BURD X 5 issyiitk (syllabication) (XFEYLL CWEho/od T, A 3 AR
‘collecti=’ DX 3147V ELTREFDD (=D)RMANTHB, KfFCd, ‘=on’ DXO5K (=)E#HTni
T LR, = VELAGITHED Choloo Cf KIFEUE ¥ = 4 7 ACTHEROYIYY Gl © BRSEHE, 1952), |
p. 22, A .

7. Antient] R { antient X

8. -upen] WL IFL LD L ERLI 4

9. Mid] R ; Mcd K. fe¥s, Mid Lothian ¢k Midlothian D &C, A=y b5 v FRIIGEOMC, Bl
Edinburgh “Ch %, & ] K; and R. R 3 #Miho & 13T and 35, R Cit the [year]

1626 L CHEs, ‘ ’ '
4. Pre] K Pré B bighic, TA3 A%y o IEEHLY © p 199 i, Mr. Dupré de St. Maur &
15Tl 5, : : : ‘ '
16. &) K; et R. prix] K; prise R AIAD K OBEIINIMET ‘se’ DIHTRLLORIRTHS
P, T ‘price’ WMIeBH T 5V AED ‘prix’ LHUOMNIELL, '

17. trade] K Trade R. R cireoplicav=nibhsh, SEIkL,

18. further] K; farther R. A3AD D EEAINATNT, UL ‘v L R BN, 26FHO
“further’ & mbfETL 1z, ’

22. Some things] R ; Somethings K

28. Arrangement] R ; arréngement K.

(21) 1 happy to communicate them to your Lordship, if you
will give me leave cither to send them to you or to
read them to you. '

I am very much ashamed of having delayed so long

(521

to answer ‘a very Polite letter I had the honour to re=
=ceive from your Lox'ciship some time ago. I proposed

to read over the Scotch Acts & to compare them both
with our own historians & with the laws of some other
’ nations that I have had occasion to look into, in order
10 | to answer it as much to your satisfaction as I could. I
* have not yet had time to do this; for tho’ in my present
situation I have properly speaking nothing to do, my

own schemes of Study' leave me very little leisure,

— 122 (424)——
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which go forward too lik‘e‘ the web of penelope, so
15 that 1 scarce see any Probability of their ending.
Your Lordships remarks upon the Scotch Acts seem
to be very much of the samel__ f\ﬁth those of Judge
Barrington upon the L‘nglnsh Statutes which

have been so very universally approved of.

20 A work of this kind cannot fail to both extremely
useful & very amusing to all those that are curi=
[zlous in the History of their own country. I should
be very happy to contribute any thing in my Power
to the xmprovenleniill am afraid however I shall
25 be able to contribute but very little; & it will

be some time before I can contribute even :that
little, I have the honour to be with highest respect
& esteem My Lord your Lordships Most Obedient
' ~ Servant Adam Smith

¢H 1. happy] MEDKR 0) Fwhd 5~B§1§<®%iu®[l‘f1’\i®iﬁiﬁol,o
9. occasion] K ; occasmns R
11. this op ik K 'C&ﬂ::t‘/*?‘}‘ii)’ R oxriamyRNELLW,
17. nature] FAZET, HAMTIEA 3 ARBFERED (£) £V HTRLTON D,
19. very] K R Ciikik,
20. R *CiX, to [be] both );?f[i«,*Cmi’Jo
22. [=] ous] K "G}, ‘=ous’ &, TCW5H, T%«“ti/\/f‘?/ﬂ) (=) kits:bo
23. any thing] anything K, R.
24. of it] MU 5.

(3) 1| It your Lordship wishes to see any of the Books
I have on the Prices of Pravisions they are all at

your service, as are likewise any Papers upon the.

same subjeet which I may hereafter be able to collect.

(% No. 118 (pp. 151—162) hic Do ZhIXFHED A

3. 8 6 H4f® Lord Hailes 5 D3 BB oNo. 117,

‘ ’ pp. 143—150) V=35 BB T, FORDIGE L L ChLiNH
1760415 H 2R ft o b 07T, Filifdye  e&bE T E AT ER DI,

(1®) 1 My Lord o
‘ I received the favour of your Loxdships Letter in
due course of Post, & have read over the Papers you enclosed

-along with it ; with great i)leasure & attention, I am greatly

b
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5 | obliged to your Lordship for them: they will be of very great
use to me.

‘ I shall";mly observe to your Lordship that all the estimated
prices of grain among our ancestors seem to have been
extremely Loosé & inaccurate: -The- & that the same nominal
10 sum was frequently considered as the Average 1)nce both of
grain & of other things during a course of years nz‘ c](l>nsi~
=derable alterations had been made uwpon the intrinsick

value of the Coin. TllllSZf]:n 1523. & in 1540. the Boll “of bar=
zley & meal is estimated at 13S & 4D, tho in the first

15 of these two periods there Nas- only seven money pound[s]
coined out of the pound weight of Silver ; & tho’ in the
second there were nine pounds, twelvé Shillings coined out

of it. This estimation is made, however, by the Loxds of
council & Session, {from whom the greatest_acc‘uracy might

20 have been expected. It is not conceivable that during

the course of the sixteenth century, so long after the [dis=]

" =covery of the Spanish west Indies, giain should have

sunk near one third in its average Price, or in the

real quantity of silver that was given for it. T]lel\{a;)¥f§e of
25 Grain was in those times extremely fluctuating, much

more so than at present, & people seem to have been

so much at a Loss how to fix an average, that they

were happy to catch at any average that had been

fixed

it Obrit K Clav=iR, L R OX5Kxianviidb,

5. R % ‘of a very great use’ } ‘a’ &A;hf(\,\.?;;)x BEelza SR 9 /4 AN

9. Loose] R ; loose K. TOFTICIL The' LEEDBHELHL TnDB,

13. Boll] R ; Bale K. 15232 1540 b L I BHFII Y A FALARTWBD, RIZERPEDOEFRLTCW S,
K Ci% 1500 obh Lt a v =2 AhTo%,

14. 13S] R; 13s K. 4D] R ; 4s K. tho] R; tho' K.

15. pound[s]] pound K; pounds B. =DfTX h 34t CHRBICHEIEND Do SHUZIT s’ 2L DS,
i THLs | o

16. Silver] &; silver K.

17. Sh]lhngs] R; shillings K.

2. CofFoRRBCLWERD D, ﬂkﬁD =covery’ LIIRMO# LA, [dis= ]c‘:T?’E“IJ’o

22. west] R; West K.

24, Market] market K, R.
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(271) 1 fixed in some former period without always attending to the
difference of circumstances. In the conversion Prices that

are agreed upon in Leases, the option whether to pay or take
-ts—sometimes- the rent in kind or in money, is sometimes

5 in the Tennant, & sometimes in the Landlord. When it

is in the Landlord, & when the Landlord generally resides
upon his estate & chuses, for the convenicney of his

family, to receive the rent in kind, it is very indifferent

to him how low the conversion price is. In this neighbour=

10 zhood the price of i?owl, a hen, has been for many years
from ten ‘pence, to a Shilling & fifteen pence. Sevral

years ago a friend of mine converted all the Poultry

upon his estate at a Shilliné. Five pence, however, is a com=
[=}.mon.conversion price in a lease, the option being in the

15 Landlord. Leases of this kind have been let within

Ev](!w?)% three years. I should be glad to know, if your

Lordship remembers >it,_for I should be very sorry to

give you the trouble to consult the record, wh'ether.jn

the leases of the Abbays & Bishopricks which you have

20 looked into, the option was in the Landlord or in Tens=

‘ [zlnant. If it was in the former, as a Monastery .is al=

=ways, & 'in old times a Bishop was generally re=

=sident, we need not wonder either at the irregu=

=larity, or at the lowness of some of the conversion

25 prices. I have the honour to be with the grea= o

=test respect & regard .
» My Lord

- Kirkaldy Your Lordships
12 March 1769 Most Obedient & obliged
30 ' Servant Adam Smith

(G¥) 7. chuses] R; chases K. CDFoh LB a v <hb b, chuses (=chooses) (1HE D to receive
| R CHRUOMRIEL L, ‘
11. Shilling] R shilling K.
13. Shilling] R; shilling K.
14, [=]mon] ZOFTHB 31T o TR BARD b,
16. [tlhese] these K; [ ? these] R. SRS IR Uk T D X 5 BRI U 135G, ‘U O ih T B,
19. Abbays] R; Abbaeys K. Bishopricks] K; Bishopriks R.
21, [=]nant] & OXTER D Y,
28. Kirkaldy] K; Kirkcaldy R. .
29, March] K; Mar. R. Most]most K, R, Obedient] obedient K, R. ZofFehs March
obliged o ‘M’ % ‘0’ & H~CHINI L AHEH DT, ‘

—— 125 (427)—




R B Sy

HETEISARAT

r_[H Aﬂf'”“ 713 3 % (1978416 )

(31) 1

If the rejoicings, which I read of in the public papers, in dif=
ferent places on account of the Douglass Cause, had no
more foundation than those which were said to have
been in this place, there has been very little joy uj)_on
5 the occasion. Tlle;‘e was here no sort of —xxxpx- rejoicing
of any kind; unless four schoolboys having set up,
three candles upon the trone, by way of an illumina=

=tion, is to be considered as such.

CGH 5. [WIRTHBET. P bL & OLSNIIEARGE,

Ieds, o 3O Rae o Life of Adam Smith Op. 2/‘9 (AW,,R f7;¢ Aoy A3 AMED T pp. 309— 310)
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