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- The Development of Concept of Labour by Karl Marx
by Hiroyuksi Nojs

-The objeet of thxs paper is to obtam some idea on the course of development of Karl Marx
~ from philosopher to political economlst In this study consxderatlon will be mainly fixed on “The
Manuscript of Paris” (1844) and “'I'he German Ideology” (1845-1846).

(1) To young: Marx “labour” is the most essential element of human beings, and this labour
must be understood as oooperatwe labour of all men, not as 1soIated activity of isolated person
like Robinson Crusoe Men must cooperate to reproduce himself as Man, and this cooperatlon or
cooperative labour formed himself into mankmd. We W111 be able to consider this bagic’ propomtlon'
of Marx to be- valid to any stage or period of human history including the capitalist . socxety of
today. - , ,

(2) In “The Manuscript of Pans" the conceptlon of “alienation” lies as its fundamental k
‘method of analysis. The alienation means solution or disintegration of. original unity of human
cooperative labour, that' is, (1)) dissolution of unity of men, ((2)) separation of products of labour
from the labourers, ((3)) inev itableresult of these, that .1s, loss of active or creative character - -
from the labour of Man Marx says that in the bourge01s society Man is driven into the state
of “alienation”, ‘
- (3) If we can discriminate form of a theory from its content, we will be ahle to say as
follows; in the Marx’s theory of alienation, its form which succeeds the Hegelian dialectic
formulated excluswely for the process of thmkmg falls into contradiction Wlth its content
“labour” "The content will be forced to establish its adequate form. '

(4) Thus we find in “The German Ideology” a form fitting to 1ts content, the concept of
“labour”. The method of alienation 1s replaced by that of history of human cooperation. The

driving force of this human history is “dmsxon of Iabour” Whlch Adam Smith explained a8 the
cause of wealth of nations. ’ '

Thus startmg from a philosophical idea of cooperatlon, or unity of human labour, or community
of labour as the essentials of human beings, we have arrived now at the economic idea of “division

of  labour",

The 1dea of division of labour, most fundamental of political economy, gave to Marx three

implications, (1) the driving force of hlstory, (2) an autonomous order whlch men can not control
at their own- will, but men - are controled by it,

(3) the cnthue of German 1deahsm, when

the function of thmkmg of men differentiates itself from the totality of human activities by



