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Changing Problems of the Strueture of
- Workers’ Life in the Last 100 Years

" by Masayoshi Chibachs B

The Japanese personal c_onsuniption expenditure in 1880 would be 100 ‘yen (20 yen in current

" prices), if ealculated-oh the bases of 1934-36 average. - This level of expenditure was kept

fairly constant up to the time of the outbreak of Chino-Japanese War, it increased to 130 yen
after the war and it was kept there up to the time of World War I; it increased to 180 yen

. the year just before the occurence of the Kanto. Great Earthquake (1923); this level- was

constant up to the time of great depression ‘It went down once rather low, but it increased

as’ h1gh as 200 yen level, during the time of World War II it eontinued" decreasmg, and went

down to the 100 yen, the same level as of 1880."

About 1880, the majority of the Japanese people were occupied in - farming by the famllles,

which consisted of their direct members. - These direct members were also engaged i in industries

and commerce in town. .The supply conditions of wage workers for.modern industries varied

according to different districts. “The rough estimate of the living standard of the family of 5

was 9 yen‘in terms of the current prices then, 50 percent of which was spent for staple food

and '.over the 70 percent, if added with that for subsidiary food and fuel. These people, there-
fore, should cut down these 'expenditure for the above, if they had to spend their income for ,
the things other than those just mentioned, in other words, they had to depend on the scraps

of food in slums
The living standard of the Japanese family of 4 went up to 14 or 15 yen, and to 18 yen in
case of the family of 5 in the begmmg of the 20th century, with the very h'c’cle change in the

percentage of the each items of expenditure per family.

Coming into the decade. from 1910 to 1920, where male adult workers became to settle down

in Abig industries in town, and the family living expenditure was 25 yen for the family of 4,

" the 40% of which was" spent for staple food, 50 percent for all the foods 1ncluswe, 15 or 20.

percent for house rent and 30% for clothing and mlscellaneous spending.

" Comparing the peériod from 1910 to 20 ‘to the begining of the 20th century, the: real standardr

of expenditure went up as high as 47 pércent, but the actual amount per: person for. food was
not at all 1mproved as the ‘percentage for food decreased as low as 50 percent.:” This means
that the hvmg standard: of factory workers was raised above that of -the slums, as they had

to maintain the life style of town dwellers at the expense of the expenditure for food.

With the end of World War I, the wages for skilled‘workers fairly- improved.. Their -living“
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