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Andersons, the Dents. Although the monastic lands acquired by them were of much economic 
value, and we should stress the importance of Newcastle as the source of the new landowners, 
their acquisition through original grants or re-sales were not extensive enough to change the 
distribution of the landed property—a t least, till the Elizabethan Era.

In short, the disposal of the monastic lands did not drastically change the structure of land 
ownership, while it seems likely to be more appropriate in these counties than others to say that 
it did increase the ‘ medium-sized，estates of the established gentry.

But why in this region was the dominance of the local established gentry in the m arketf 
of the monastic lands so distinguished? One of the reasons is simply economic; namely, because 
the lands in this region had not such economic value as to attract the outsider's mveBtments 
and/or speculations, and the established gentry was the only class that could afford to get the 
additional landed property- However, another plausible explanation is p o litick； that is the 
political situation in f Marchesf districts. I t  is possible to say that our case study about the 
North-East accords with, in some respects, the ' new * interpretations based upon recent regional 
studies about other parts of England. But we would like to emphasize not so much this accordance
as the uniqueness of this region.
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