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The Development of the North-South Problem,
and the Regionalism in Asia

by Noboruw Yamamoto.

On the basis of the results of the First United Nations’ Development Decade that were more
successful than had been expected, the 25th Anniversary General ‘Meeting of the United Nations
announced to de51gnate the  1970’s the Second United Nations’ Decade, and adopted the Inter-
national Development Strategles for the further development of the countries that are now in -
a fair way to development. :

As everybody knows the Third UNCTAD held since April 13st Santiago, Chilé by the 141
nations of the world, including the advanced and the developing countries,

These evénts. are none but the exhibition -of the various nations to participate in the

solution
of the North-South Problem as a worldwide aﬁalr '

It is true that the gap of the economic development between the North and the South has
shrunk during the 1960’s, if considered in terms of the average rate of the economic growth.

It is important to note, however, that the economic gap between the two hag become larger, if

~caleulated by the people’s income per capita, on account - of ‘the conspicuous: inerease of the

population of the South, often named the “population explosion”.

Such béing the situation, the developing countries made various requests as they‘ ‘did " at the
above mentioned Third UNCTAD,‘v for example, the request for the participation in -the reform
of the infernational monetary system, and that for the necessity ‘of the special measures for the
least less-developed countries’ as well as the protest against the rising- trend of protectlonahsm
and the forward movement of regionalism by the advanced countries.

In thls artlcle, the author has taken up the question of ‘the forward movement of regionalism
especially in Asia, which inevitably happens in the North-South problem, evaluating its merits
and .future prospects with reference to the four phases presented below

1. - The progress of the North-South Problem

2. The progress of the regional economic corporation in ECAFE region; -

3. The Actualities and the movement of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations;

4, The dual organization of the ASEAN and a new Organization for Asian ‘Economic
Cooperation, - - :

All the way through this work the author paid a far more attention to the estabhshment
and the subsequent movement of the ASEAN which was formed by the five Asian’ countrics
themselves in August 1967, than to any other regional movement which sprang up in Asia.
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