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1971).

Theestimates thus secured were as follows:

rise;

through the-entire period -of Meiji (1868-1912);

Estlmates of the Populatlon Size, the’ Crude Blrth
and Death Rates in Japan 1865-1920

Masaaks Yasukafw«:z“ :
Y Keijiro Hirooka

The dembgraphic data of Japan, that ,ié, the annual series of population size, “births  and
~deathg prior to 1920 when the first census was taken, had some defects in their registrations.
The best way, therefore, to estimate the population size, births and deaths prior to 1920.is to
resort to the inverse survivorship method by a cqhort life table prepared with the accurate
census population by age covéring the period in study. The cohort life table of the sort was:
made on the basis of Model Life Tables for Japom by M. Yasukawa (thls journal Vol. 64, No. 5,

These estimates were computed sepafately by sex. - Especially, to test for the consistency
of the estimates, the sex ratlos at birth for the period, 1865-1920, were calculated

1. The population size in 1868 (the 1st year of Meiji Era) was around the 35,000,000 level, o
2. The crude death rates was slowly falling, while the crude birth rates was gently on the

3. - The expectation of life at birth even for males was ﬁever below 35 ye._a‘rs all the way

4. In addition to the three significant results .above, it w;as' found that the sex ratio at .
birth never went down below 100, confirming their consistency. '

Textiles I_ridustriéé in an English Town"

——Exeter since the Middle Ages to the Seventeenth Century——

by Minoru 'Ya'sumpto _ |

Exeter, the county towh of Devonshire in the south western part of England, remained to
be the centre’of cloth industries until' the eightéenth ‘century whereas  cloth-making in*r‘riostg
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of the English towns decayed at the end of the Middle Ages. It 'is the purpose of this paper
to consider why Dxeter contmued to hold 1ts cloth—makmg for althost five hund1 ed years. Exeter
cloth 1ndust1 ies can be d1v1ded into the followmg stages accordmg' to the types of cloth produced

Broad Cloth (to the mid-fourteenth century)
2. Kersey (“Straights”) (since the end of the fourteenth century to the middle of the fifteenth
century)
3. Kersey (' Devonshlre dozens”) (since the end of the fifteenth century to 1600) ,
" 4. Spanish Cloth, Serge (since the beginning of the seventeenth century to the mlddle of the
. ’elghteenth century) :

1. Broad Cloth - e :
As early as the beginning of the thirteenth century, the cloth industry of Exeter had more

- eloth.© As Devonshire wool was coarse and finer broad cloth could not be:-made of Devon’s own
wool, Exeter at this stage appears to have brought the wool or the unﬁnished_cloth from other
counties. . That dyers and shesrmen were found among the members of the common council or
the mayors of the city seems to indicate that Exeter in the thirteenth and the early fourteenth
century had been the centre of finishing process of the cloth industry. ) o oo

", 2. Kersey (“Straights”) | "

industries in Flandre and Brabant at the end of the fourteenth . century, exporting} the coarser
Exeter,
together with’Barnstaple, an old town in the northern Devonshire, sustained this recovery with

woollens to the markets in the southern Europe such as France, Spain and Portugal. -
the inferior sort of kersey, “Straights”. “Straights”, made of Devon’s own wool, were exported
from Barnstaple and Exeter. As in the case of broad cloth “etralghts” exported from. Devon—
shire were finished and brightly coloured. ’
3. Kersey (“Devonshire dozens”) , v ‘
‘ After a disastrous depression of the export of “Straights” in the 1450y, a new kind of indus-
* try, that of “Devonshire dozens”, finer than the “Straights”,
of Exeter.
when theTreaty of Picquigny was coneluded with the resumption of commerclal relations with
France. Between 1475 and 1510,
in France and other southern Europe which were recuperating from the ravage of the Hundred
Years War.
the changes in the industrial and commercial organizations in the ecity,

was 1ntrodueed into the suburbs
Exeter’s export of this new kind of kersey to France had risen suddenly after 1475
had caught the ever growing demands

“Devonshire dozens”

ThlS rapid growth of export of cloth from Exeter seems to have brought forth

than local‘importance and provided the home and foreign markets with ﬁner»colo‘ured broad

‘. English cloth industries began to enjoy the recovery after the severe competitions from the

. In the last decades of the fifteenth century, backed up by the LettersdPatent of incor-
poratiori granted by Edward IV, one of the oldest gilds in the ecity, the gild of tailors who were.
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wngaged both in ta1lor1ng and trading the cloth, challenged the power of the city authorities.
“The tailors in Exeter trled to come in for a share of the expansmn of cloth exports from Exeter
-which had been monopollzed by other cloth merchants Who had been the powerful members in
the city authorities. ' ’

During the same period, the rapid growth of export of finished and coloured kerseys from
Exeter had ‘stre_ngthenred the position of the artificers engaged in the finishing process of the
:cloth induetry and the gild of Weavers, Tuckers and Shearmen of Exeter, like the gild of
tailors, petitioned the King for the grant of incorporation.of the gild. By the middle of the
gixteenth ‘century, weaving and other process of the 1ndustry had removed from the city mto
‘the rural areas and Exeter became ‘the collecting and ﬁmshmg centre of Devonshlre cloth indus-
try. Exeter merchants tried ‘to control - the activities. of artificers engaged in the finigshing
process, on whom the merchants themselves ‘had to depend so far as the foreign ‘markets of
kerée’y’s demanded finished and coloured kerseys, by means of possessing or leasing fulling mills
On the other hand, in 1560, Exeter merchants succceded
1o take the grant of incorporation of ‘the Company of Exeter ‘Merchant Adventurers Trading

built by thé city and fulling weirs.

to Franee, thus strengthened the monopoly of collectmg the unﬁmshed cloth produced in the
rural Devonshire. :
4.’ Spanlsh Cloth, Serge s

At the end ‘of the sixteenth century, the exports of kerseys frOm Exeter declined, for the
markets for the English kerseys at the time were producing their own lighter and cheaper
cloth for’ low—income consumers. Levant countries, for example, which had been flooded by the
“padded cottons”, and in France the lighter .
and new types of cloth were beginning to be produced. . Moreover, the cloth industries in Flandre

Fnglish kerseys, began to produce coarser cloth,
and Brabant, particularly the “say” industry in Hondschoote, exported the vast volumes of “say”
to the southern Europe These growth of overseas competitions. affected Exeter cloth 1ndustry_ 4
and the meérchants had to try to reduce costs of production of kerseys.

'l‘he endeavours of the merchants to ‘reduce costs did not succeede for the gild of Weaverb,
Until at last, since the

beginning of the seventeenth century, new draperies such as Spanish Cloth and Serge were

Tuckers and Shearmen registed and  monopolized the finishing. trade.

introdnced in Exeter. For a century since the introduction of Serge into Exeter, Exeter bad -

heen the centre. of Serge industry in England.




in the world market controled over by Great Britain, and this movement led to World War I
mev1tab1y Such’ changes of the world economy - caused the systematlo ‘social pohoy to appear
in Gteat Britain and Germany in the ag‘e of Imperialism. Thus I pomted out a ‘method of studying

b
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The Pecuharlty of Labour Power as a Commodlty

and a Method of Studying in Labour Problems o labour probloms in Section IV.

by Takehiko Noguchi

. The labour power as a oommodity is peculiar in ‘thet commodity groupo, for it is the labour
function of the mankind, while the other commodities are made 'byf it. K. Marx argued the
peculiarity exists in the fact that it creabes;su.rplus‘-value. It surely.creates surplus-value- which
is the only source of the profit in the capitalism. But surplus-value has existed since the ‘
beginning of the history of the mankind, so this funetion'is not restricted to the labour. ppwer of

" the wage-labourers who have not any other-asset except for their labour power and cannot livéon
* unless they sell it incessantly to the capitalist. The labour power as a commodity is, however,
the labour function of the mankind having personality and will, so the capitalist cannot use it
freely like other commodities. Here, I think, is the peculiarity of labour power asa commodity.
In the factory. once the wage-labourers are employed by the capitalist, they are foreed

to work as he orders, but ‘théy work under the principle of “‘higher wages and shorter wor-
king hours”. Almost all their hope and desire are translated into the principle, because they
want to sell their only asset as high as possible. In this aspect, -the proletariat is involved. in
the. same price mechanism as other. commodities. They struggle for higher wages and /shor,tef
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working hours against the capitalist, presupposing the maintenance of the capitalism. SectionI~
I1I deals with this point.
A method of studying in labour problems ‘s summarlzed ag follows: The ecapitalistic pro-
‘duction system was established only in Great Britain in the first quar.ter of the 19th century.
" The landmark of the establishment of the capitalism is the appearanoe of business eycles initiated
by the cotton industry with high productivity of modern factory system. Hs high productivity -
was not achieved only by the cotton industry. English cotton goods could not be world-wide
coramodities without the advantage of other -industries (coal, iron, machine, shipping .ete.), marine
transportation and finance. Therefore we have to study the industrial relations in these industries.
Thmkmg that Great Britain estabhshed the capitalism controling over the other underdeveloped
countries as her trade partners, we must also study the situation of people of those countries
'engaged in farming, handworkmg, because they were exploited by Great Britain. through the

trade.

In the free trade era(1820 1860)the capitalist used armies and navies when the proletariat
or people of the underdeveloped countries did not consent to the wages and working hours
the capitalist offered. After 1870, world economy developed drastically and Germany thrusted
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