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Tanso leose (1782 1856) as a Statesman 1n the Closmg‘
Yeare of the Shogunate (16}5 1867)

by Takao Sitimazalci

‘Tanso Hirose, 1782 (the 2nd year of Tenmei) —1856 -(the 2nd year of Ansei), was born
in Hida Province of Kyushu, which w'a;s directly administered by the Shogunate. Ever since
his early days, he exhibited hls literary talent studying the Four Books end Five Classics of
Confucianism - (Shisho Gokyo) and poetry composntlon underthe guidance of such scholars as his
own father, Saburoemon whose pseudonym was Choshunan—Toshu and his uncle, Heihachiro call-
ing himself Shiifiian-Gekka as . pseudonym. - .

As he grew up, he attended the Kamei Private School in Fukuoka, Whlch was directed by
Nanmei -Kamei and his son, but ‘on account of his delicate constitution, he returned to Hida.

Ever since, he devoted himself to learning and poetry at home.” He found the private school,

Kangien, and educated 3,000 young people. He was a philosopher, poet, moralist and an educa-
He was also an economist, often offering etatesmanlike advices against existihg social
evils. It-is natural that such a great scholar came into being in the cultivated and ideologi-
cally rich atmosphere of Kyusliu that had before produc'ed such great thvinkers‘as?Bai‘e'ﬁ,Miura

tionist.

and Banri Hoashi, his contemporary .

Tanso studied Shushi Learnmg, Yome1 Learnmg', the 01d Learmng and Lao-tze=Chung-tze
Learning as well as Buddhism, Shintoism and the Western Learning, establishing himself
as an eclectic of these thoughts His theory was centered around his religious belief in the

idea of ‘ “Reverence for Heaven”. and engaged himself in the training of his students along

" that line.

His idea was developed in his three works: the . Yakugen, the szu, and the Sekigen.
In the Yokugen was elucidated the “Reverence for Heaven” in detail through the discussion on
the ‘“Heaven’s Will”, in the Gifu was’ clarified the “Laws of Nature”; and in the Sekigen was
explained: the Lao~tzes philosophy of  life (Sei-su). i

The time, when Tanso was active, can be considered mternally as typlcally repreSented by
the Tenpo Reform by Lord: Mizuno, and Heihachiro Oshio’s Revolt, that were none but exhibi-
tions of the declining age of the Shogunate when the provincial feudal lords under its control

were seriously suffering from ' the ‘straitened financial conditions. ~Andexternally, the nation

was under the pressing  impact from the Western countries, such as the Commodore Perry’s -

visit at Uraga, requesting the open-door of Japan for trade in 1853.
With the object to relieve the adverse finances of the provincial governments, Tanso wrote

the hook Ugen. In -this work, he stressed the importance of industry and economy as-practica}-
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