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Ironfounders and Mechanics’ Union in the Dawn
of Japanese Labor Union Movement

-—~—— Rise and Fall of Japanese Type Craft Union —

by Konae Iide

This paper tries to find out the outstanding characteristics. of Japanese

Labor Union Movement by following the history of rise and fa]l of Tron-

founders and Mechanics’ Union wh1ch began in the years of 1900 (30th
‘year of Meiji).

Generally, following is the summary of form of ex1stence of “capital
and wage labor ” during the per iod of establishment of industrial capitalism
with the Sino-Japanese War in the end of 1887 as impetus.

(1) Modernization policy from higher level, and absolutism of natjonal
power in the background advanced European technlques came in without
- order and system. As a result of weakness of spontaneous generation in
the development of industrial capltal capital accumulatlon was enforced by
leadership of national capital. . r

Although highly skilled labor. power was necessary, as a result of strong
survival of rural commumty, it was very insufficient. With the lack of
organization of training and educating the labor power, capital was troubled
with the lack of skilled labor force. : : '

On the other hand, proletarlat was very poor in the phase of consciousness.

(2) Weakness of growth of spontaneous generation of industrial capital,
and enforcement of hlgher level pohcy resulted in contrasting fact of es-
‘tablishnient of special military industry and survival of extensive small
household industry. In the farmer, there was a monopoly of skilled labor
‘power and in the latter, there was ‘a confinuing existence of pressure of

huge relative surplus Population and also made the contradictory relation- |

‘ship between the two unavoidable.
(3) Moreover, industrial revolution in Japan began with the transplan-

tation of relatlvely high techniques of Europe. Therefore, such industry |

‘as cotton spinning industry because of its high technical level was made
possible to rely much on women’s labor power. Therefore, in the early stage
of Japanese labor movement, we could not expect such movement of cotton
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industry laborer with overwhelming power in: the. phases of - spontaneous
generation and hostility as seen in England, Lty : '

(4) We.must pay our attention to the historical fact that w1thout
tradition of Furopean craft union and without the experience of spontaneous
generation of revolt and Machinery destruction movement centering the
textile industry workers, full scale labor movement suddenly began centerlng
the Ironfounders and Mechanics’ Union. : : : '

Thig paper consists of followmg subJeets :

1) Introductory study.” o SEURE T

2) Characters of ‘spontancous generatlon and consclousness of purpose of

labor union' movement, . : C i Vi r cinae

3) Grasp of labor market theOry and labor movement theory; o

4) Structure and characteristics of Ironfounders and Mechanics’ Union.

5) Destruction of Ironfounders and Mechanics’ Union -and its influence. -

Internal flaw of organization itself and. objective conditions are the' causes
of rapid destructlon of Ironfounders and Mechanics’ Union as the: first
Japanese nationwide functional labor union. SRR B

Up to this time there has been tendency to stress the latter But it is
important to see that the. writer’ pays attention to the former. :

The Fconomic Behakur of the Indlgenous People o
‘ | in Developlng Countrles

by Katsu Yanazha?a,

.'The 1nter—tr1bal or inter-national trade ‘was p0531b1e w1thout much know—
ledge and sometimes even without direct contact between each trader, as in
the case of the ‘silent trade” which was said to have been. carried out
among some African tribes. In the period of mercantilism, however, tropical
products were organlzed in the integral part of the world trade which was
initiated by the :West,. Then Western merchants who came to India, for
instance, established factories with factors at ports,  in order to purchase .
those products regularly. As capitalism developed into higher stage in
Western countries, they sought for colonies not. only as the market for
their industrial products and supplier of primary products to them, - but
also as the market for their investment. When they came to colonies Just
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as merchants and were not engaged in productive activities there, they
were salisfied if they could get sufficient supply of tropical goods they
demanded. : Usually they.did: On the other hand, when they settled down
in colonies: ahd managed enterprises which were mostly composed of mining
industries and plantations, ‘they were placed:in the position to employ in-
digenous people as unskilled labourers. ' In this case they often suffered
from the shortage of labour and inferiority in its quality. Not a few
employers have reported the backward-bending supply curve of indigenous

" labourers, their laziness, unwillingness and inefficiency. Some sociological

economists argiied that the Western economics was entirely inapplicable on
indigenous economy in developing countries, because the people did not be-
have as the ‘“‘economic man ” with unlimited wants. o

There are two lines of criticism against this arg'umentatlon The first

yls., to -.1ns1st that. the :observations themselves are wrong: According to this,
" the labour supply ‘of indigenous people is positiyely related with wage rate
" and they have the'ordinary propensity to save.for investment. ’

"The second is to argue that although there is the possibility of decreasing

Alabour‘z supply by raising wage rate, and people have the high propensity to

buy goods of which value in use is quite low, -this does not mean. that

theit economic behaviour is irrational. But, on the contrary, they are
‘maximizing their real income, when appropriate allowance for their social
‘and .institutional . circumstances :has been made. The much cited case of

backward-bending labour supply curve in. developmg’ countries can bhe ex-

plained in terms of income and substltutlon effects in the preference among

mdlgenous people between leisure and goods which are buyable with money

- .income, If the former is stronger than the lattel, the curve is backward-
‘ bendmg ‘The factor of that- makes their preference to leisure strong will

be found i in’ 'the special valuation in their traditional setting, and consequently

" they are the “target-workérs” in the employment in modern sector. Their
incomeelasticity of demand comes to zero at the given level of money in-

‘come.  Some social institutions are  contributing to their unwillingness to
work.” The joint family system is taken as an example, because under this
system, each member of the famlly is asked to surrender his earnings to
the common™ pool ‘ an

" “The: developmg économies can be sultably ‘analyzed by the model of dual
economy of subsistence economic sector and modern, money economic sector.
As the labourers are migrants from the former to the latter, they are still
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keeping some connections with their productive activities in subsistence
economy after getting job in modern sector. In thig setting, the size of
village harvest and the agricultural price fluctuations give substantial in-
fluence upon labour supply to modern - sector, mdependently of the wage
rate in it. ‘ : : L ; ; ‘

Concernmg the propen31ty to save the same llne of dlscussmn is posmble
There will .be little doubt that the present quality of indigenous labourers
is inferior from the Western standard. There are also two hnes of view.
The first is to argue that thig originated from the result that they were
in bad natural conditions for .a long time. The second is to insist that this
stemmed from the historical process in which they were put under colonial
rule and policy for a long time. The real situations may be grey and it
may be difficult to improve the inferior quality in the short run, but it
may be possible to correct in the long run by education  in general.

If we assume that industrialization ‘is deswable for economic development
in developing countries, it will be necessary to secure sufficient. and stable
supply - of labour of suitable quality and also sufficient savings for invest-
ment. On the proper assumptlon ‘that indigenous. people are-intrinsically
rational in economic behaviour, the investigation of the setting in herited from
the past, and some positive actlons to transform 1t w111 ‘be’ requested

&

Analysis of Reproduction Structure
of Japanese Capltahsm (I |
—_— Extended Reproductlon Process after 1955 (5) —_—

Kiyoko Imw;a
Isamu Kztaham

In "this series of bapers, we 1ntend to - classﬂ‘y all the products into
various groups which function dlﬂ"erently in the reproductlon structure,
and to make a comparative study the transition of domestic demand, export
domestic production and import of each group.

In the previous papers, the following analysis is given.

I. consumption means. '

(d) consumption means (excluding housing bulldmg)
(b) housing building.




(Vol, 59, No. 6)

II. fixed equipment. . : A S
‘(a) machineries' that can be defined clearly as labour means.
(b) transportation and communication machineries. -

- (¢) non-housing building and constructlon
(d) machineries for service. -

(e) ‘the others.
(Vol. 59, No. 10) .
JIL non-durable goods for government.
- (a) - non-military goods. '
(b) munitions.

IV. non-durable goods for service sector.
(Vol. 60, No. 5)

V. raw materials of each group.
(Vol. 60, No. 7).

“In the previous paper (Vol. 60, No. 7 ), we have analyzed the change of
inducement of production and import of various raw materials by final
demand since 1955, by inter-industrial analysis method.

_ In this paper, we try to: analyze with our orlglnal method, in order to
- still more clarlfy the change of inducement of raw materials.
is to make clear how domestic demand, import, and production of raw
materials were induced corresponding to the change of each group already

analyzed. For this purpose, we will classify all the materials into groups

of materials for I (a, b), II (a~e) III (a, b) and IV .and compare the change
~ of each group of materials since 1955:

Theoretical Structure of Rousseau’s
“Du Contrat Social” and Capitalism -

by Hia oyukt NOJ’L

In the former paper, I clarified the bourgems side of Rousseaus thoughts
In this paper, I would like to start with pointing out the “anti” bourgems
side of his thinkings, ‘

Society formed by mutual “contrat” between man must first of all

Our sub,]ect ’
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:guarantee the civil rights of man, “la liberté,” “la égalité”. and “la
‘propriété. ” - Now, these three concepts are all fundamental attributes of
" commodity ”.

Therefore, they are three fundamental prmclples of com-
modity exchange society (bourgeois society). These have been clarified in

‘the former paper.

The characterlstlcs of Roucseau’s thoughts‘ are, that in order to secure la

- liberté, la egahté and la propr1éte, one must not lose the homogeneous status
'wh1ch the man possessed at the beginning of contract.

Therefore, man’s la llberte, la égalité, 1la proprléte in his case, are not
mere abstract and political rights but have economic contents whlch guaran-
tee the homogeneity of man, ‘ .

Rousseau thought that man in order to be free and equal must have

-equahty of ownership, mainly of equahty of ownership of land (equality of

propr1éte fonciére 7).

Rousseau dreamed of society where nobody is as poor - as to sell oneself
and nobody is as rich as to buy others. All farmers must possess one’s own
land but nobody is to enclose a common land. Also,one must not possess land

o over and above what is necessary for ones hvmg In other words, Rousseau

Was agamst the concentration - of agricultural management and breaking

_ up of farmers’ class which is the necessary premise of development of capi-

talism. Here we see the anti-capitalistic characters of Rousseau.: ‘
Thus, Rousseau’s thoughts clearly show the position of peasant proprletor
(Parzellenbauer) which Wldely existed in France. :
Such peasant proprietor has strong motive to take away the proprletorshlp
of land from the hands of feudal lords by the Revolution and to overthrow

vfeudahsm But on the other hand by chngmg to their. own land, they o

can stop the capitalization of agrlculture and become the yoke of develop— |

‘ment of French capitalism. These are the actual bases of two phases of
- Rousseau’s thoughts. '

‘However, - Rousseau’s idea that when equality of man~p011t1cal right and
equality of property—is lost, man’s society no longer is suitable for man’s
essential characters Thls gives us something more than mere suggestlons
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