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Uber die sogenannte hlstomsehe regelma&ge
‘oder gar notwendlge Verbindung von
Beneﬁzlum und Vasalhtat

VO, Hfz,sashz Uono

Wenn \Vlssenschafthch wir zwischen precaria und beneﬁcla in dor
frinkischen Zeit unterscheiden wollen miiflen wir an die These von A,
Dopsch, erinnen, . : :

Nun starten wir von Theorie uber Prekaxrien, Beneﬁmum und Vasal-
litit, dann wollen wir die Urkunden iiber sie behandeln,

Schliefllich in den Urkunden, haben wir die vaSalhmschen militédrisch-
en Lehen und die bauerllchen Lehen, welche nebenemander gehen oder
von diese zu jone iibergehen. =

Doch in vasallitischen Liehon, es liegt die p01s0nhchen Henschafton
~ iiber die materiellon Herrschaften. ’

~ Some Problérhs on the Study of His‘cory
of German Working Class Movement
A Cnthue on Walter. Bartel ; Die Linken in der
’ deutschen Soz1aldemok1atle im Kampf gegen
Mlhtansmus und Krleg, 1958 .
3 by Kcmae Tida

It is often sald the hlstory of German workmq class movement is

: dlstmgulshed as ha,vmg tho most dramatic, unfortunate and tragic

wmsmtude And even now, the German is divided 1nto two constitu-
tlonally different countnes the German Foderal Ixopubhe and the
German Democratic Republic. So we are worth while to not that the
study of history of working class movement is in full flourish in both

~countries and their viewpoints are quite different. In the forrrier, an

approach to tho conditions of the working classes is dominant, on the

confrary, in the latter, the trend of ideolog;ical and theoretical study
is determinative,
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In this essay -the wrlter is going to crltlclze the: fmmahsm and
dogmatism dpparent in the work of Prof. Walter Bartel, ‘the most well~~
known historian of the German Democratic Republic, -His intention is
to clarify purposes of the study on the history of the working class,
through criticizing the method of Prof. Bartel’s ,,Geschlchts~sehrelbung“

Prof. Bartel’'s work consists of following chapters. g
Chapter I. The Origins of the Flrst World War, 1914—1918 (Zur
Genesis des Weltkrieges, 1914-1918) _ : S
- Chapter II. The War was made unavmdable (Der Krleg wn'd un-
vermeidlich macht) o : : o
Chapter I 4. August and the socual democratlc party (Der 4 Au—
gust und.die Sozialdemokratie) 4 '
Chapter IV. The German Left form their 1ndependent group (Dle’
deutschen Linken formieren sich zur selbstiindigen Gruppe)
Chapter V, From Agitation to Action (Von der Agitation zur Aktion)
- Chapter VL. The main enemy is in the land (Der Hauptfemd steht,
im eigenen Land) : : P o
~.Chapter VIL. The somalchauvlmstlc pohcy deforms- the action. of the_‘
masses.. (Dle sozialchauvinistische Politik 1dhmt dle Aktlonskrafb der -
Massen) . . :
Chapter VIII. The Inﬂuence of the Russ1an Revolutlon (Dle er-
kungen der russische Revolutlon) ;
- Chapter IX.. The National Strlke—a natlonal behavmur (Der Janu—'
arstreik—eine nationale Tat.) -

Anhang. : o

Chapter X. Spartakusgroup is ready to the revolutwn (Dle Spa,rtakus~'
gruppe bereitet die Revolution vor) :

In this book Prof.-Bartel defines the posﬂnons of K. Ka,utsky and'
Bobel as “the Central Sect”—opportunist group and designate the’
group of Rosa Ruxemburg and Karl Liebknecht *the Left Wing” or:
the revolutionary group. But he fails to mention the relation between
the leaders and “the rank and file”. The development of the Gex_'man
Socialdemocratie Party from 1890, the year of repeal of the Laws of
suppressions of the socialdemocratic movement, has brought reformist
group represented by HKduard Bernstein, '

The advent of imperialism and the danger of the war made this

split in socialist movement more severe and as the result, the right
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wing; left wing and central group were struggling to grasp the hege-
mony of -the labour movement. The emergence of split and opposition
among the leaders of S.P.D. were no more than the reflection of the

' various ‘influence of the trade union movement (freie Gewerkschaften.
‘leschdunkerlsche Gewerkschafcen und Kathohsche Gewmkschaften

u. 8. w.), :
“The leaders of the Central Sect K. Kautsky and Bebel had been
supported by the great ‘masses. of trade-unionists. Their contribu-

~ tion to - the labour movement ‘and their brilliant activities for ‘the

emancipa,tlon of the Worklng people and the repeal of laws against

‘soclaldemocracy infatuated the working people and their old careers

as the veterans and the prominent leaders of S. P. D. imbibed in the
mind of the masses with the unshakable and enthusiastic belief.
The outbreak of the world war following the collapse of the Second

- International was the defeat of the pacificist groups of S. P.D. Abhove .
- all, Kautsky and Bebel were changing their standpoint as the ortho-
doxical marxists before the war and forming “the Central Sect”. How-

ever, it was true that they were ‘strongly ‘supported by the trade—

~unionists and their leaders, especially .of * freie Gewerkschaften "

~ Prof. Bartel has no intention to mention and crystallize the relation

between the leaders and the rank and file, HIS defect is in the fact

that he could not appreciate the role of “the Central Sect” which played
the dommant mﬁuence among; the masses ‘only to reproach their
behavmur as opportunist. Most important is * why the 'Central Sect

" got the majority ? .
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