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Fragments sur Blanqui
par Shin Hirai

Des hommes destines a etre meconnus, calomnies et tortures, parce 
qu’ils voient trop en avant de leurs temps ©t parce qu’ils ont secoue 
d’une main trop rude l’inertie des masses, Blanqui est parmi les plus 
eminents. Gomme tous les defenseurs du proletariat, Blanqui a ete 
noirci par 1© inalveillance, defigure par la liaine brfilante. D’autre part, 
ses defauts, ses erreurs, ses defaillances ont ete passes sous silence par 
de trop zeles panegyristes.

La forme rdvolutiomiaire a laquelle Blanqui a attache son 110m,le 
blanquisme, c'est-a-dire la tlieorie de remeute creatrice decoule directe- 
ment de Babeuf. A rexemple de Babeuf, Blanqui pousse la tlieorie 
des minorites jusqu’ a declarer la necessite de la dictatiire et rinutilite 
de consulter les masses. C’est en utilisant le pouvoir politique conquis 
que le proletariat resoudra, en dictature, la question de la propriete, 
avec des moyens qui auront a compter avec les exigences des transi­
tions, et aussi avec les enseignements de Machiavel: coxnme Babeuf, 
Blanqui a lu le Prince et le Tite-Live de Machiavel pour en tirer des 
regies en somme fort inhumaines d’action revolutionnaire. Particularite 
a noter, Blanqui ne sait pas precisement ce qu'il mettra a la place de 
ce quMl veut detruire. II se mefie des projets con^us a priori et so 
refusait a formuler des prognostic sur les institutions futures, a ela- 
borer des syst^mes que l’avenir aurait a realiser. II croyait que l’action 
revolutionnaire irait d'elle-meme a son but, liberte, egalite. Ses theories 
ont laisse des traces profondes dans roeuvre de Marx. Elies exercent 
encore une influence considerable sur le mouvement revolutionnaire 
mondial, quelqiies soient des correctifs que leur aient apportes les 
a n n e e s . -
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Critical Observations on “People’s Vocation”
. ■  • , . ■ ； . ■ . .

... ■ ；- ；.

—■-The Issue in the Modern History

o f Japanese Thought—— —
_ ' i ； ： ■ "

by Akira Tanaka

Regarding： to the “absolirfcism” of modern Japan, there are so many 
opinions held by various historians without their coming* to any definite 
conclusion. ,

According to the first point of view, Japanese monarchy under “ancien 
r命ime” is considered to be absolutism and this was preconceived to 

a feudalistic state. The second opinion also holds that absolutism is 
a feudalistic state and the Japanese Empire was a modern state. Tfie 
third interpretation is that the character of the Moiji jEropire was semi- 
feudal and semi-modern absolutism.

Each of these views, through confusing the definition of form with 
that of character, causes difficulties in the historical pursuit of modern 
thought’ instead of helping In the historical inquiry into the Japanese 
society as a modern state, and discloses methodological contradictions 
especially within the logics of the historians who comment on national 
thought of modern Japan,

Thus, th.0 confusion of d0finit/ions on form and. cii9,ra,ct0r "brings 
about conflicts among those historians, and makes them unable to ana- 
lize the contradicting-cohesiv© interrelations between democracy and 
absolutism within the thought of “people’s vocation”，which is expressed 
particularly in the works of Yuluchi Fukuzawa, for instance, during 
the period of enlightening： movements.

Therefore, investigating the approach made by modern thought 
towards Japanese absolutism leads to deciding the demensipn on which 
today's theory must stand against the modern thought that includes 
absolutism.

According to tlio conclusion of our invcst/igation, the koy-point 
of vocation theory” is that the people of a country accept despotism 
and submit themselves to the government’s regulations in the status 
of guests, but in the status of hosts provide their state with taxation 
seeking* after the people’s power, and that the people of a state fanc-
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tion doubly in twofold vocations.
The “vocation theory k rage des lumiferes”，which approved despotist 

government on the one hand and insisted on people’s state on the other 
Hand, represents historically the progressive ideology of bourgeoisie 
who was claiming* and struggling for the power of capital. Then it 
is Understandable that democratic thought pertaining to “people’s 
vocation” admits and supports absolutist government, so long as the 
modern capitalist state represents itself in a democratic form, typically, 
but in such a despotic political form of the state, particularly.
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