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) Membersh1p of Lubeck Clty Coune1l
m the Latter Half of the ‘14th Century

by Shohez Talcamum

It has been sa1d that the dlrect cause of the- rlots of the crafts

B : men of the Hanseatic 01t1es in the northern Germany in the latter
v half of the 14th century was the resentment ag'amst the Patr1c1ans :
; J--WhO held exelusive control 6f the City Council at ‘that time, However,

e fthere isa question whethe1 the Patrlclans were chleﬂy composed of
o the traders who had been the leadmg‘ powers in those cities,. or the

, controhng power of the City Councﬂ was in the hands of the rentiers .

who almed at obtalmng the rlght to rentals and who ab this time had .

: come to take over the Clty Councﬂ by pushing out the trader class.

Because the present authm felt that the - solutlon of the above

| ‘ 'pomt was the decldmg factor in the correctness of the existing theory,
: ‘he undertook the survey of the membersmp of the City Council and

the career of each ‘member between the years 1365 and 1384, By this
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'ﬁ;“survey he’ has dlscovered that the Clty Counclls were still composed
. - chiefly. of. wealthy traders There were some who . could be called the
: 'rentlers among the councllmen ‘but they were formerly the tladers _
"~ who because-of the necessity in’ giving all their time to the official
g - busmess ‘purchased the rlght to rentals for the purpose of sustaining
i thelr hv-mg‘, and thls should be regarded as a contmuatlon of cOmmercxal - .

B r'act1v1ty since before their elect10n to the Council. - , ‘
, Therefore ‘the ‘riot-did not ongmate in the c1t1zens resentment S
S agamst the control of the Clty Council by the rentlers who were a
class apart from ‘the cltlzens The true cause of the riot: cannot bé :
understood untll the - concrete survey of thelr resentment has been -
: made and the character and the soclal posztlons of ‘the" leaders andi |
;. the followels have been determmed ~

' The relatlve 1ncrease 1n number of medium-scale’ farmlng “has
‘marked the duferentiatlon of peasantry in ‘the' stage of - monopoly-i* i
capitalism, Th1s phenOmenon, however does not- 1mp1y the negatlon s ’
. of the dlﬁz'erentlatlon of peasantry, but only the transformahon of its
present form It is 1ncorrect to set the quest10n Whether the peasantry L
- differentiate or not, The crux of the problem 11es in how to appreclate ; A

the transformatmn of the d1ﬁ'erent1at10n of peasantry SOme people

3 place great 1mportance on that monopoly capltahsm is checkmg‘ the . :
_growth of farmers. As the fundamental problem of agrlculture they
‘ 1egard the general contradlction between the monopohstlc capltal and;f S " _
the peasantry throug‘h the- process of clrculatlon of goods and. the}n‘_ S
‘ relatlon of dlstrlbution of mcome But accordmg to our opmlon, the b
_ general contradiction should be rasped through the mutual confiet .
~ and antagonism 1ns1de of: the peasantry Because the dlﬁerentlatlon o

of peasantry always brlngs forth and 1ntens1ﬁes the contraurctmn e .
inside of the peasantry This contradlctmn occurs even Wlthout theifﬁ:
' l‘employment relation and the tenant system in farmmg . e
~ The writer tries ‘to make it clear through analysmg the data f01 pr

i 'kresearch on the actual condition of a hamlet, Magino in Suwa C1ty of A
Nagamo Prefecture, On the bas1s of thls analys1s he conﬁrms the’,' R
’followmg conclusions, = . i s ' B

1) The dlﬂ"erenhatmn of peasantry in the stage of monopoly capltal-

“ism does not always imply the creatmn of cap1ta1 and labor in farmmg‘ :

,At present the dlfferentlation is progressmg in the form separatmg S
;the peasantry mto a group who can live on the agrlcultural income
alone and another Who can not’ malntam the household Without dranng‘f e

the chme from oif—farm Work

2 Japanese agmculture had ever reg'ulated the economic structure

of Japanese capltahsm But, conversely it is belng regulated by the L

development of 1ndustry in Japan nowadays. :




; 3 :
% 8) Accordmgly, we have to pa.y attentlon to the dlfference of hlstorl- ;
cal meaning- between the dlf‘ferentxatlon of peasantry in the present
~of monopoly capitahsm and that in the stage of classms when the
mode of caprtahst productron was bemg created The subJect of inquiry ]
~ into the former is to g‘ra,pple with the problem how the mode of capital-
st productlon already created ~outside of agnculture promotes the
dlfferenhatron of peasantry, espemally under monopoly capltahszn ;
' 'Whlle the 1nquiry into. the latter makes clear the prereqmsrte and the _
'process of crea,mon of the. mode of capltallst productlon itself, h SRR
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