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On the Classification of Japanese Villages
by MotoyuM Koike
.

This paper is to present a study on the classification of villages 
to put a light on their economic conditions with the material of 24 
villages under 70^ rate of a paddy field, which is ： a part of the data 
of the agricultural investigations for 148 villages in 1955 by the 
Department of Agriculture and Forestry. .

The cliaracter of； villages, indeed, is distinguished by the way of
reproauction of farm economy； In our country, a quantity of farm
products must reach a sale of 200 thousand or at least 150 thousand
yen，, if a farmer intends to support a reasonable plane of living1, as
a result of simple reproduction of farm economy with only agricultural
income. According' to the material, the inargiual-scale of farm for
reproduction of farm economy is 7 tan in some villages,10 tan or
°ver 15 tan in another as the case may be; in some villages there
are all residential farms feeing non cornmereial or half. (Apart from
natural conditions,) the difference of the marginalscale in villages
arises from a different degree of intensive cultivatioii,a way of
management and a level of farmer's living etc.
r Commercial villages, means of production with powet are adopted

by(all -farmers from upper class to lower,t while by fariiis over 10〜J2
tan scale in noncoinmercial villages. During1 the busiest farming
season, many farmers employ day labourers and season ； labourers at
high rate in former villages, in stead of 14 y u i ^  co-operative
lavour m community or u tetsndai V, the assistant in farm work,
; Cominercialization of labpur goes on side by sWe with that of

farm products; and in this fashion, the most of part-time farmers
gets the supplenieiitary income to raise the whol6 income level enoupli
to support a reasonable plane of living. In villages near to laboiix'
markets,. many farmers over such inargiiial-seale become to part-tinie
tarmers for a chance of eraployment, and they are widely rnixed
with ^ill-time farmers being all commereial. “ Dekasegi”，a seasoji
labourer, is only a form of part-time farmers in non-eornmereial 
villages.

These difTeront economic conditions Imd a great influence on the

forms of landownership before the land roform. And the land refovm 
itself has changed the forms of landownership in villages. The 
strength of the bonds in village-community depends also on difference 
of these conditions.

The Kumano Riot of 1614—15
: '■ ■■ . ノ ■ . . し . , こ- ' , ■:

， by A* Hayami ,

There had been the agrarian diBturbance in Kumano district of 
ICii-no-lcuni from winter of 1614 to summer of 1615. It seems that
there is some immediate connection between this riot and the Osafca:war

• . . . . . . . .  ■* ' »-  . . . '• ~
at same time. But it is unnecessary for us to search these connection. 
I try to consider the social and economic conditions of Kumano m the 
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, which could not help raising the 
riot. ； .へ：.:.'::へ-:.:人::::： ’

The central place of this riot was Kitayama of Kumano. There had 
been raany dof/o (influential native families) ever since middle age, who 
obstructed the invasion of the other political powers. The geoifraphical 
isolating position of Kitayama and the character of lord Horiuchi 
by wKom Kitccyama hB,d been dominated up to his fall in 1600. Lord 
Horiuchi grew up to a lord conquering many dogo of Kumano. His 
authority ^as depend upon these c?oflfo.

Lord Horiuchi had to give place to new daimyd Asano in 1600 
whose territory was the whole land of Kii-no~kuni. And in the noxt 
year, Asano enforced the land survey and listing the number of houses 
on his territory. By these processes, dogo were provided their status to 
have duties of land taxes and labour services. On these land survey 
books, dogo held about 1 or 2 ĉ d (怒 or 5 acres) of cultivated field； 
But dogo lost the authority as small lords which had held till recently. 
So they had to yield to the new authority, or raise the riot. The new 
daimyd ĥa,d the feudal authority characterised by the new land system 
and social organization. Under these systems dofiro were merely ranked 
into the ” peasantry ’’， So, this riot was a hopeless and desperate 
strutrgling of dogo at a transitional period between the middle age 
and the Tokugawa feudal era.



Estimation of Income-Leisure Preference Field
by Iwao OzaJci

In this paper we shall try to estimate parameters of income- 
leisure preference field. The first pioneer work in this field was done 
by Ragnar Frisch. In his “ New Methods of Measuring, Marginal 
Utility ” 1932, he approached statistically the problem of money mar­
ginal utility and applied the methods to the determining of labor supply 
curve. The systematic studies in respect to measuring* utility have 
been, more or less, clue to R. Frisch.

Later H. Wold elaporated the labor supply theory more matlie- 
matically m form of income-leisure preference. However there was 
not any essential difforences between them.

Always R. Frisch put the assumption that all commodities are 
independent each other. It seems me that the reason why he took 
thi  ̂ assumption is the lack of adequate data in his days. In our case 
we shall put agide this assnmptioii and then discuss the relation 
between labor supply and taniily expenditure in household,

^W e have three-questipr^ in this paper.
(a) Is it possible to forecast the effect of a change in wage rate 

on labor supply ?
(b) Is income-leisure preference field sufficiently/ stable in time 

' . series? .；

(e) I f it is not, what are factors shifting' the field ?
To answer the above questions,(1 )\ye construct the model of 

labor supply in household, (2) develop raethods of ixieasuring the field, 
and (8) apply the method to actual data.

We use Family income and Expenditure Survey (Bureau of Statis­
tics, Office of the Prime Minister, 1951-55).

The results obtained are following.
( 1 ) In family behavior, income and leisure are substitutive each 
. other.

(2) Money marginal utility is decreasing, while leisure marginal 
utility is increasing1. (Marginal disutility of labor is increasing.)

(3) The effect of habit formation in consumer behavior shift 
income-leisure preferQnoe field upward.


