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: Relations between the Agricultural Books and 
the Level of Prices after the Middle 

； Period of Tokugawa
: . ン ン - : : ニ  ぺ .... .... ..
： by Talmo
ご.' , • .  • : .ノ ,• . ' レ . . : ぺ ■ .  へ

u Nogyo-zensho ” published in 1697 .by Yasusada Miyazaki is called 
the  m ost im portant and first agricu ltural book in the  world and 

' the complete knowledge about the  Japanese ag ricu ltu re  a t th a t  time. 
This book had influences upon the  m any ag ricu ltu ral books. In th is 
book Yasusada Miyazaki gives a  comprehensive explanation of the 
ag ricu ltu ral technique in general which prevailed a t  th a t  time, while 
the  au tho rs of the  later books described th e  somewiiat more concrete 
knowledge about ag ricu ltu ral techniques each of which contains its 
own particu la r characteristic reflecting1 the  differences in their iocation.

A t the  so-called “ Genroku*-Kyoho ’’ period (from the  last of seven
teen th  to tlie beginnm g of the  eighteenth cetitury) the  social and 
economic conditions developed. Consequently the  expenditure of the 

\  feudalistic governm ent increased so much and rapidly th a t its financial 
■embarrassment became serious. One of the  various remedies th a t 
were proposed, was the policy of recoinage. Owing1 to  the recoinage, 
the  level of price rose so extremely th a t lords, knig'hts ^nd peasants 
a t th a t  tim e were pressed by poverty. The educated class, namely 
CJonfucian scholars, researched into the serious problems about the  rise 
of level of prices, especially .the condition and causes . of the rise of the 
leAel of prices. Consequently th is period produced m any books on social 
and economic cOBditions a t  th a t  time. The Collapse of the social and 
economic conditions of the. peasant which was the  result of the 
same condition made the  educated clsiss, who wrote the agricultural 
books, begin to research into such problems as th e  money system, the 

rise  and fall of the  rice price and the  level of prices. In th is article, 
I survey the  relation between the agricultural books and the level of

- . . ぐ. . . . .  . . . . .  - ' ■  _

the  prices, referring  to the  several books such as “ Demppo-taii ”， 
ィ‘ Nagashiraaslii-Nosho ” and u K o k o n -b u k k a -tsu k o b y  Nizaemon Na- 
.gashima.

The Historical Study of Rural Wages in Kanto District
• ： ベ.：

by A kira  Hayami
. - ' . . . . -  / L '

The survey of the history of prices and wages is, though it is 
im portant, a pending' problem of social and economic history. The 
reason is not only th a t  it  needs for long* times and considerable 
expenditure, bu t few complete historical m aterials make statistical 
accounts possible. We think, however, th a t  it  is possible to fill the 
space within the limits of conditions we are  given today, if we collect 
and account many available and fragm ental m aterials in the  districts 
equal m the  social and .economic structu re  w ith critical consideration 
of m aterials.

In  thi^ study, we survey the  ru ra l wages as an a ttem p t of th is 
view. We use mainly t( Hokonin-'Ukejo,f (the indenture papers) about 
300 cases and some documents of paying* wages in I^anto d istric t of 
th e  Tokugawa era, which we have studied. As the M steridal m aterials, 
th e  form er indicates the  am ount of contracted wages, and the  la tte r  
really  paid. In both cases, the  employer paid not to the  servants
themselves b u t mainly to  the  “ Hiioniishi ” (the person in the ir parental 
authority). The servants were provided w ith clotlaes and food, bu t 
go t only little  pocket-money from their employer. Really, in miaiiy 
cases, th e  servants had to serve as a security for the  loan between 
th e  employer and Hitonushi. •

An average annual am ount of male wages was 1 bu (a quarter 
ryd) in the  la tte r  p a rt of 17th cen tury; 1  ryo in 1720 s ; 4 ryd in 
1790 s ; 5 ryo in the  middle of 19th c en tu ry ; and a t  the  years of the  
M eiji Restoration (1860—70), tlife amount rose to 10 ryo according* to the  
general inflationary tendency. The advance of those wages was accom
panied by the  reduction of serving years of indenture. In the  17th 
century  i t  lasted for five or more years, b u t in the 19th century it 
w as only one year.

Though these changes show the social and economic changes of 
s ta tu s  of ru ra l indentured servant, moreover, they show the following 
m a t te r : th a t  we m ust take  attention to the  changes of conditions by



which th e  am ount of wages and the  length of services are decided on 
a standing, ex ten t in their periods.

Die historisdhe Bedeutung des deutschen Bauernkrieges
von MaJcoto Terao

Der grossei deutsche Bauernkrieg, w ar der Hohepunkt der allge- 
meinen yolksbewegung, nicht nu r in der Reformationszeit, sondern in 
der ganzen deutsclieii Qeschichte, Fiir die E rklarung der historischen 
66(36^^1^ dieser Ereignisse miissen wir unsere Aug'en auf die Ent-* 
wicklung des deutschen Bauerptum s in der 12.,.13. u . 14. Jahrhunderte  
wendon. In diesem Zeitalter der Ost~ u. Innerekolonisation. u. S tadt- 
KrundTing fing' die Tendenz der Auflosung des Salland (Herrenland) od, 
der alten  Yillikation an. Die relative gunstig：e bauerliche Besitzrechte, 
besoiiders, erbnche u.lebenslangliclie, entstanden im Slidwesten, Pranken 
W. Mitteldeutselilaiid, nahmlich im Schauplatz des B ^iernkrieges. 
Die K leinbauernsw irtschaft wurde die herrschende Betriebsform  der 
L ^ndw irtschaft u v darauf wurde der genossenschaftliche Verband 
im Dorf enger u. entsclieideiider. Die Mogiichkeit der Mehrprodukt©

- S'  ■ . ' ' • . . . . .  • ■ > . . ■ , •

u. die weitere Entwicklung der Stadi; gab  den Bauern die Gelegenheit, 
dem Kleinwarenproduzenteii zu werden, hier, wo au f dichtstens die 
Stadte begriindet wurde u., d^mit da^ breite lokale M arkt, die Ex- 
portindustrie u, dej: internationale Fernhandel emporkam.

Bs gab  aber die Hindernisse fu r ihre selbststandi^n F ortschritte  
wie folgendes. Erstens: Das Feudalproduktionsverhaltuis zwischen 
den Grunctherren u. Bauern. Zweitens: Die M arktlage au f diesem 
Produktionsverhaltnisse.
• * ■よ . . ：. . . 圓 . . . . .  . .... •

Darum  h a tte  di^ Moglichkeit der "Feudal Reaktiona fortgelebt u.
■ . ■ ■ , _ . - ' . _ _ • ' ■ , • • ■ • • . ■ • ■.

verwirklicM  m it der „allgememer Krise der Peudalherren1*.
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