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‘Relations between the Agricultural Books and
the Level of Prices after the Mlddle
Perlod of Tokugawa R ..
by Takao Shzmamkz

x Nogyo—zensho ", publlshed m 1697 by Yasusada M1ya7ak1 is called

: 4 the most - 1mportant and first agrlcultural book: in’ the world . and

" the cOmplete knowledge about the Japanese agr1culture at that txme
"This book had influences upon the many agricultural books. In this
book Yasusada Miyazaki gives a ‘cOmp1ehensive explanation of the
_ag'rlcultural technique in general which prevaﬂed at that time, while

the ‘authors of the later books described the somewhat more concrete

: knowledge about; agrlcultural technxques each of which contains its

; own particular characteristic reflecting the d1ﬂ.’erences m thelr locatlon .

At the so-called “ Genroku-Kyoho ” period- (from the last of seven-
teenth  to the beglnnlng' of the elghteenth century) the social and
-economic condltlons developed . Consequently the expendlture of the

, - feudalistic government increased so much and rap1dly that its financial

embarrassment became serious. One of the various remedies ‘that
were proposed;, was the- policy of recoinage. Owing to the 1ecoinage
‘the level of price rose so extremely that lords, knights and peasants
~at that tlme were pressed by poverty. The eduecated class namely
Coni‘uclan scholars, researched into the serious problems about the rise
of level o:E prices, especlally the cond1t1on ‘and causes of the rise of the

lleAel of prices. Oonsequently thls period produced many books on social

and econ0m1c condltlons at that time. The Oollapse of the soclal and
economic condltlons of the peasant which was the ‘result of the
~ same condition made the educated class, who wrote the agucultural
books, begin to research into such problems as the money system the
" rise and fall of the rice price and the level of prices. In this artlcle
I survey the relation between the agricultural books and the level of
the prices, referring to the several hooks such as “ Demppo -taii ”,
e Nagashlmashl-Nosho » and “ Kokon-bukka~tsuko " by N17aemon Na~
gashlma »

The Hlstorlcal Stucly of Rural Wages in Kanto Dlstrlct :
by Alm'a Ha,yamz

The survey of the hlstory of prices and wages 1s, thoug'h 1t is
1mportant a pendmg problem of social and economic history. The
reason is not only that it needs for long t1mes and cons1derable

' expendlture but few complete hlstomcal materlals make stat1st1cal

accounts possible. We think, however, that 1t is possmle to fill the

: Space within the limits of conditions we are given today, if we collect

and account many ava1lable and fragmental materlals in the districts
equal in the social and ‘economic structure w1th crxtlcal conSIderatlon'
of mater1als o A o
In this study, we survey the rural wag'es as an attempt of thls
v1ew We use mamly o HokommUlcego » (the mdenture papers) about ‘

‘800 cases and some documents of paying wages in Kaﬁzto dlstrlct of

the Toicugawa, era, which we have studied. As the h1stor1ca1 materlals,
the former mdlcates the amount of contracted wages, and the latter
really paid. In both cases, the employer paid wages not to the servants

themselves but mainly to the “ Hztonushz ” (the person in their parental -

authorlty) The servants were prov1ded with clothes and food but
g‘ot only little pocket-money from thelr employer Really, in many.

) cases, the servants had to serve as a securlty for the loan between

the employer and Hitonushi. : :

‘An average annual amount of male wages was 1 bu (a qua1 ter
ryo) in the latter part of 17th century, 1 ryo in 1720s; 4 ryé in
1790s; b 7yo in the middle of 19th century, and at the years of the
Mezgz Restoratmn (1860—170), the amount rose to 10 7yé accordlng to the
general mﬁatmnary tendency. The advance of those wages was accom-
panied by the reduction of serving years of indenture. In the 17th
century it lasted for five or -more ‘years, but in the 19th century it
was only one year. o )

Though these changes show the social and economic changes of
status of rural indentured servant, moreover, they show the following
matter: that we must take attention to the changes of conditions by
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which the amount of wages and the length of services are demded on '_ ~

a standmg extent" m their periods.

*

‘Die historische Bedeutung des déutschen Bauernkrieges
| | “vor. Malkoto Teqao ,

Der grosse deutsche Bauernkrleg war der Hohepunkt der allge-
”memen Volksbewegung' nicht nur in der Reformatlonszelt sondern in
% dor ganzen deutschen Geschlchte Fur die Erklarung der hlstorlschen
‘ 'Bedeutung' dleser Erelgmsse miissen er unsere, Augen auf die Ent~
- wicklung des deutschen Bauerntums in der 12.,.13. u 14. Jahrhunderte
"‘Wenden In. dlesem Zeitalter der Ost~ u. Innerekolomsatlon u. Stadt~
grundung ﬁng die Tendenz der Auﬂosung des Salland (Herrenland) od,

- der alten Vllhkatlon an. Die relatlve gunstlge béuerliche Besitzrechte,

'besonders erbhcheu lebenslanghche entstanden im Sudwesten Franken
u. Mltteldeutschland nahmhch im Schauplatz des Bauernkrleges
Dle Klembauernsvvlrtsehaft wurde dle herrschende Betrlebsform der

Landwutschaft u, ‘darauf wurde der genossenschafthche Verband

~ im Dorf enger u. entscheldender D1e Moghchkelt der Mehrprodukte
u. dle Weltere Enthcklung der Stadt g'a,b den Bauern die Gelegenhelt
dem Klemwarenproduzenten zu werden hler WO auf dlchtstens die
) "Stadte beg'rundet Wurde u. damlt das brelte lokale Markt die Ex-
| 'Vportmdustrle u, der mternatlonale Fornhandel emporkam

Es gab aber die Hmdermsse fiir ihre selbststindign Fortschrltte ’
Wle folgendes E. stens Das Feudalproduktlonsverhaltn1s ‘zwischen
: den Grundherren u.. Bauern wamte’ns Die Ma1ktlage auf diesem .
P1 oduktlonsverhaltmsse | :
Darum hatte die Moghehkelt der ,,Feudal Reaktlon“ fortg'elebt u.
verw1rkhcht mlt der ,,allgememer Krlse der Feudalhel ren“ ‘




