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Thought of the Merchant, Residing in Kanto.
—the family code of ethics and family constitution.—

T. Shimazaki.
- , ' ' ' .  ■ . . . .

During the re ig a  of Tokugawa Feudalism, the Gonrokii and Kyoho 

periods, roughly the la tter p a rt  of th e  17th Century to th e  beginning 

of the 18th Century, marked a  ti’emendous grow th in the  number of 

consumers which lead to the  appearance of the largo cities and towns 

such as Edo, Osaka and Kyoto. The production of commercial crops 

increased on th e  farm  anc^ fa rth e r stim ulated w ith the  development of 

m anufacture and transportation , th e  stuctiire for a  nation wide m arket 

system was th en  laid. I t  brought about in  the  large cities of Edo, 

Osaka1 and Kyoto, the appearance of the m erchant class, the possessors 

of a huge accumulation of wealth. The m erchants were a  new element 

among1 the lords and' tenants of the feudal system, and were developing1 

into an im portant social class. B ut due to the nature  of their com­

mercial activities and other social and peonomic conditions under which 
. .  * へ’ ' . .......
they were placed, the Japanese m erchant class could no t develop into

such a modern bourgeois sim ilar to as seen in Europe. Instead, they
. i *

strongly retained th e 1 features of commercial money lenders of the 

embryonic period. Their a ttitu d e  tow ard the  basic ideas of feudalism 

were nonetheless critical and in  some instances the  a ttack  was quite 

exhaustive. Examples of this a ttitu d e  can readily be seen in the per­

sonation of the  m erchant class in such literary works by “  Saikaku ” 

and u Ghikamatsu M. *

This report does not deal w ith the  m erchants of the larger cities 

such as Edo, Osaka and Kyoto， b u t has taken as m aterial, the  family 

code of ethics and fam ily constitution of a single m erchant residing1 in 

Musasino-kuni, Kodama-gun, Honjo-juku (N orthern Kanto district near E- 

do) in order to comprehend the  ideas of a  m erchant of th e  Edo ̂ period.

I t  is w ithout saying th a t the  ideas of the m erchants a re  the products 

of the social and economic conditions and live of thought existing in



the period which gave birth  to their class. In this reason, the ideas

of this one m erchant is tho product of th a t which formed the local

m erchant system developed arround tho town, and thus shows conceivable

variance from the ideas of the m erchants in the larger cities. By

clarification of this difference in thought, this report gives an obser-
.

vation |n to  another phase of ideas held among m erchants during tho 

Tokugawa Period.

. ■  ' - -

Agricultural Management in Neighbouring 
Villages of Edo.

A Haya/mL
. \

Due to the geographical location/ strong infltience from the city

was naturally folt by the neighboring villages during the ToJcugawa Era.

This urban influence was extended, as seenAin the changes in Tsunohazu-

m u ra, to every phase of village life. But this report has been limited

\ to only the changes seen in the m anagerial aspect of agriculture and

has set out to make a factual analysis of the various peculiarities which
. p0 ■ •

were conceivably brought about by the proximity of the  city ; i. e. the  

variety of crops, the method and use of fertilizers, farm  wages, land 

price and the social composition of the villages.

Limitations to this report were imposed by restriction in available
. . .

data dealing w ith each of the aforGmontioned points, and also by scope in 

th a t research was extended only to villages in the neighborhood of Edo.

This research has brought to light, nevertheless, th a t the  introduc­

tion of commercial crops on the farm s were not ’as extensive as is
* .

generally understood to have been, while a perculiar relationship with 

th e  city is ineieated by a  comparatively large weight given to the 

grow th o f  vegetables and other dry field crops as well as the use of 

fortilizeros. The modernization of farm  m anagem ent was potent bu t 

it  seems to have failed to develop. An observation on this la tte r point 

will be made in a la ter report.


