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Lilian Craig Harris, ed.
Egypt: Internal Challenges and
Regional Stability
(Chatham House Papers « 39, Royal Institute

of International Affairs)
Routledge & Kegan Paul, UK 1988, 116 pages
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What is to be done? There is no immediate magic solution
to Egypt’s problems, especially in the economic sphere......
Egypt cannot become a prosperous society overnight.
The only way of preventing the hard economic situation
from leading to a political explosion is to involve people
more closely in the problems, and in the process of try-
ing to solve them. In other words, until the escalating
socio-economic problems can be solved, ‘democratization’
will remain the only possible outlet for avoiding a
serious crisis. (p. 71)
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A realignment of classes brought to the fore an alliance
among elements from the pre-revolutionary semiaris-
tocracy, the state bourgeoisie of the 1960s and the com-
mercial/financial cliques of the infitah era. Yet it should
be clear that the role of the state bourgeoisie has not
really been seriously reduced, since the state machinery
remains large and continues to allocate to itself a sig-
...Although

the state machine is amenable to the interests of the

nificant proportion of national resources.

newly emerged class conglomeration of infitah, it does
strive to play the role of arbiter among the various
fractions of the evolving bourgeoisie, and even to main-
tain a certain degree of ‘relative autonomy’ vis-a-vis

the conflicting class interests in society. Because of this,
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the state appears from time to time to reach a point of
confrontation with the commercial/financial bourgeoisie,
particularly when attempts are made, for example, to
rationalize importation practices, free-zone activities or
pricing policies.... Political power in Egypt is still
basically in the hands of the state bourgeoisie... Since
the general movement of private capital under the policy
of infitah seems primarily to hurt several popular sec-
tors outside the state machine, or on its fringes, the
resistance that such sectors express against the e-
merging capitalism tends to take the form of rebellion a-
gainst the state and confrontation with its institutions.
(pp. 53-4)
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The Egyptian army retrieved its professionalism after
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the 1967 war and regained its ‘honour’ in the war of
October 1973. To emphasize political neutrality, the
armed forces are no longer corporate members of the
Alliance of the Working Forces of the People, as they
were under Nasser, and military men are not permitted
to join political parties or to vote in elections. However,
the foreign policy orientation of the army was reversed
under Sadat, and since the 1979 peace treaty the armed
forces have become increasingly involved in domestic
developmental and economic activities. This keeps a
still large army busy, and gives it access to the sym-
biotic linkage-points between the public and the private
sectors. Pay and other working conditions have also

improved. (p. 68)
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