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T While the kings were running themselves by their
great enterprise, and the nobles exhausting their re-
sources by private wars, the lower orders were enriching
themselves by commerce. The influence of money began
to be perceptible in state affairs. The transactions of

business opened a new road to power, and the financier

rose to a station of political influence in which he was
#at once flattered and despised.
Gradually the spread of mental acquirements, and the
increasing taste for literature and art opened chances
of success to talent ; science became the means of
and the

man of letters took a part in the affairs of the state.
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government, intelligence led to social power,
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Q From the time when the exercise of the intellect

became the source of strength and of wealth, it is im-

possible not to consider every addition to science, every

fresh truth, and every new idea, as a germ of power
placed within the reach of the people. Poetry, eloquence,
and memory, the grace of wit, the glow of imagination,
the depth of thought, and all the gifts which are be-
stowed by Providence with an equal hand, turned to the
advantage of the democracy ; and even when they were
in the possession of its adversaries, they still served
its cause by throwing into relief the natural greatness
%of man ; its conquests spread, therefore, with those of
civilization and knowledge ; and literature became an
arsenal, where the poorest and émmWowﬂ could always

find weapons to ;mma. :w:a.‘
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T 4 The crusades and the wars of the English decimat-
ed the nobles, and divided their possessions ; the erec-
tion of communes introduced an element of democratic
liberty into the bosom of feudal monarchy ; the invention
of firearms equalized the villain and the noble on ‘the
field of battle ; printing opend the same resources to
the minds of all classes ; the post was organized so as
to bring the same information to the door of the poor
man’s cottage and to the gate of the palace ; and pro-
testantism proclaimed that all men are alike able to find
the road to heaven. The discovery of America offered a
thousand new paths to fortune, and placed riches and
power within the reach of the adventurous and the

obscure.
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B %A new science of politics is indispensable to a new
world.
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HExIn former ages slavery has been advocated by the
venal and slavish-minded, while the independent and
the warm-hearted were struggling without hope to save
the liberties of mankind. But men of high and generous
characters are now to be met with, whose opinions are
at variance with their inclinations, and who praise that
servility which "they have themselves never known.
Others, on the contrary, speak in the name of liberty as
if they were able to feel its sanctity and its majesty,
and loudly claim for humanity those rights which they
have always disowned.
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DEMOCRACY IN AMERICA

FIRST PART
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P I A few quotations will throw more light upon the

spirit of these piousadventurers than all we can say of

them. Nathaniel Morton*, the historian of the first years
of the settlement, thus opens his subject: —
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2 Among these documents we shall notice as especially

characteristic, the code of laws promulgated by the little



state of Connecticut in 1650. i

The legislators of Connecticut$ begin with the penal
laws, and, strange to say, they borrow their provisions
from the text of holy writ.

“Whoever shall worship any other God than the Lord,”
says the preamble of the code, “shall surely be put to
death.” ,.HEw is followed by ten or twelve enactments
of the same kind, copied verbatim from the books of
Exodus, Leviticus, and Deuteronomy. Blasphemy, sor-
cery, || adultery, and rape, were punished with death; /
an outrage offered by a son to his parents was to be

expiated by the same penality.

* See Pitkin’s History, pp. 42, 47.

T The inhabitants of Massachusetts had deviated from the
forms which are preserved in the criminal and Civil pro-
cedure of England : in 1650 the decrees of justice were not
yet headed by the royal style. See mﬁormnmo? vol. i.,, p. 452.
f Code of 1650, p. 28 Hartford, 1830.

§ See also in Hutchinson’s History, vol. i, pp. 453, 456, the
analysis of the penal code adopted in 1648, by the colony
of Massachusetts ; this code is drawm up on the same princi-
ples as that of Connecticut.

Il Adultery was also punished with death by the law of Mas-

sachusetts ; and Hutchinsen, vol. i, p. 441, says that several
persons actually suffered for this crlme. He quotes a curious
anecdote on this subject, which occured in the year 1663.

A married woman had had criminal intercourse with a
young man : her husband died, and she married the lover.

Several years had elapsed, when the public began to suspect
the previous intercouse of this couple ; they were thrown

into prison, put upon trial, and very narrowly escaped

capital punishment,
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Ex In the laws of Connecticut, as well as in all those
of New England, we find the germ and gradual develop-
ment of that township independence, which is the life

and mainspring of American liberty at the present day.

The political existence of the majority of the nations

of Europe commenced in the superior ranks of society,

and was gradually and always imperfectly communicated

to the different members of the social body. In America,

<

on the other hand, it may be said that the township

was organized before the county, the county before the

state, the state before the Union.
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10 The state of Maryland, which had been founded by

men of rank, was the first to proclaim universal suf-

frage * , and to introduce the most democratic forms
into the conduct of its government.
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1O % In America, not only do municipal bodies exist,

RN

but they are kept alive and supported by public spirit.
The township of New England possesses two advantages
which infallibly secure the attentive interest of man-

kind, namely, independence and authority. Its sphere is



indeed small and limited, but' within that sphere its

action is unrestrained ; and its independence would give

to it a real importance, even if its extent and popu-
lation did not ensure it.
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I 4 THE COUNTIES OF NEW ENGLAND

THE division of the counties in America has consider-
able analogy with that of the arrondissements of France.

The limits of the counties are arbitrarily laid down,

and the various districts which they contain have no

necessary connection, no common traditional or natural
sympathy ; their object is simply to facilitate the
administration of public affairs.
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it We have already seen that the independent town-
ships of New England protect their own private inter-
ests ; and the municipal magistrates are S.m persons to
whom the execution of the laws of the state is most
frequently intrusted.* Beside the general laws, the state
sometimes passes general police regulations ; but more
commonly the townships and town officers, conjointly
with the justices of the peace, regulate the minor details
of social life,according to the necessities of the different
localities, and promulgate wcow_m:moﬁao:nw as concern
the health of the community, and the / peace as well
as morality of the om,nmmoSw.* Lastly, these municipal
magistrates provide of their own accord and without
any delegated powers, for those unforeseen emergencies
which _mnmncmsﬁw occur in society. t
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8 The magistrates of the township, as well as those
of the county, are bound to communicate their acts to
the central government in a very small number of
predetermined cases. | But the central / government is
not represented by an individual whose business it is
to publish police regulations and ordinances enforcing
the execution of the laws; to keep up a regular com-
munication with the officers of the township and county;

to inspect their conduct, to direct their actions, or to

reprimand their faults. There is no point which serves

as a centre to the radii of the administration.
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¥ LEGISLATIVE POWER OF THE STATE
% Division of the Legislative Body into two Houses. —
Senate. —House of Representatives. —Different functions
of these two Bodies.
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& The whole military power of the state is at the
disposal of the governor. He is commander of the militia
and head of the armed force. When the authority, which
is by general consent awarded to the laws, is disregard-
ed, the governor puts himself at the head of the
armed force of the state, to quell resistance and to
restore order.

Lastly, the governor takes no share in the administra-
tion of townships and counties, except it be indirectly
in the nomination of justices of the peace, which
nomination he has not the power to revoke.t

The governor is an elected magistrate, and is general-
ly chosen for one or two years only ; so that he always

continues to be strictly dependant on the majority



who returned him.

22 (SN

POLITICAL EFFECTS OF THE SYSTEM OF LOCAL

"ADMINISTRATION IN THE UNITED STATES.

Necessary Distinction _umﬁémg. the general Centraliz-
ation of Government, and the Centralization of the local
Administration. Local Administration not centralized
in the United States ; great general Centralization of the
Government. —Some bad Consequences resulting to the
United States from the local Administration. — Admin-
istrative Advantages attending this Order of things, —
The Power which conducts the government is less
regular, less enlightened, less learned, but much greater
than in Europe. — Political Advantages of this Order
of things. — In the United States the Interest of the
Country are everywhere kept in view. — Support given
to the Government by the Community. — Provincial
Institutions more necessary in Proportion as the social
Condition becomes more democratic. — Reason of this.

CENTRALIZATION is become a word of general and
daily use, without any precise meaning being attached
to it. Neverthelss, there exist two distinct kinds of

centralization, which it is necessary to discriminate

Wzl A, d. Tocqueville, Democracy in America, Transl. by Henry Reeves. IR <4

with accuracy.

+ Practically speaking, it is not always the governor who
executes the plans of the legislature; it often happens that
the latter, in voting a measure, names special agents to
superintend the execution of it.

¥ In some of the states the justices of the peace are not

nominated by the governor.
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18 Nor can the prodigious exertions made by certain
people in the defence of a country, in which they may
be adduced in

favour of such a system ; for it will be found that in

almost be said to have lived as aliens,

these cases their main incitement was religion. The
permanence, the glory, and the prosperity of the nation

were become parts of their faith ; and in defending the

country they inhabited, they defended that holy city of
The Turkish tribes have

never taken an active share in the conduct of the af-

which they were all citizens.

fairs of society, but they accomplished stupendous enter-
prises as long as the victories of the sultans were the
triumphs of the Mohammedan faith, In the pressent age
they are in rapid decay because their religion is de-

parting, and despotism only remains. Montesquieu, who

attributed to absolute power an authority peculiar to

itself, did it, as I conceive, undeserved honour ; for

despotism, taken by itself, can produce no durable

results. On close in-/spection we shall find that religion
and not fear, has ever been the cause of the long-lived
prosperity of an absolute government. Whatever
exertions may be made, no true power can be founded
among men which does not depend upon the free union
of their inclination ; and patriotism and religion are the
only two motives in the world which can permanently
direct the whole of a body politic to one end.
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R The constant tendency of these nations is to concen-

trate all the strength of the government in the hands

MR A. d. Tocqueville, Democracy in America, Transl. by Henry Reeves. IR <R

of the only power which directly represents the people:
because, beyond the people nothing is to be perceived
but a mass of equal individuals confounded together.

But when the same power is already in possession of
all the ‘attributes of the government, it can wn,mnnm_%
refrain from penetrating into the details of the admin-
istration ; and an opportunity of doing so is sure to
present itself in the end, as was the case in France.

In the French revolution there were two impulses in
opposite directions, which must never be confounded ;

the one was ‘favourable to liberty, the other to des-
potism. Under the ancient monarchy the king was the
sole author of the laws ; and below the power of the
sovereign, certain vestiges of provincial institutions
half-destroyed, were still distinguishable. These pro-
vincial institutions were incohcrent, ill-compacted, and
frequently absurd ; in the hands of the aristocracy
they had sometimes been converted into instruments
of oppression. The revolution declared itself the
enemy of royalty and of provincial institutions at
the same time ; it confounded all that had preceded
it—despotic power and the checks to its abuses—in an

indiscriminate hatred ; and its tendency was at once to
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republicanism and to centralization. This double cha-
racter of the French revolution is a fact which has been
adroitly handled by the friends of absolute power. Can
they be accused of laboring in the cause of despotism,
when they are defending/of the revolution? In this
manner popularity may be concihaed with hostility to
the rights of the people, and the secret slave of tyr-
anny may be the professed admirer of freedom.
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2 OTHER POWERS GRANTED TO THE AMERICAN
JUDGES.

In the United States all the Citizens have the Right
of indicting the public Functionaries before the ordin-
ary Tribunals. — How they use this Right. — Art. 75
of the An VIII. — The Americans and the English
cannot understand the Purport of this Clause.



IT is perfectly natural that in a free country like
America all the citizens should E?m the right of indict-
ing public functionaries before the ordinary tribunals
and that all the judges should have the power of pu-
nishing public offences. The right granted to the courts
of justice, of judging the agents of the executive
government, when they have violated the laws, is so
natural a one that it cannot be looked upon as an ex-
traordinary privilege. Nor do the springs of government
appear to me to be weakened in the United States by
the custom which renders all public officers responsible
to the judges of the land. The Americans seem, on the
contrary, to have increased by this means that respect
which is due to the authorities, and at the same time
to have rendered those who are in power more scrupu-
lous of offending public opinion. 1 was struck by the
small number of political trials i_Eor occur in the
United States ; but I have no difficulty in accounting
for this circumstance. A lawsuit, of whatever nature it
may be, is always a difficult and expensive undertaking.
It is easy to attack a public man in a journal, but the

motives which can warrant an action at law must be

serious. A solid ground of complaint must therefore

exist, to induce an individual to prosecute a public

officer, and public officers are careful not to furnish

these grounds of complaint, when they are afraid of
being prosecuted.

This does not depend upon the republican form of
American institutions, for the same facts present them-
selves in England. These two nations do not regard
the impeachment of the principal officers of state as a
sufficient guarantee of their independence. But they
hold the right of minor prosecutions, which are within
the reach of the whole community, is a better pledge
of freedom than those great judicial actions which are
rarely employed until it is too late.
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@ CHAPTER VII
% POLITICAL JURISDICTION IN THE UNITED STATES,
Definition of political Jurisdidtion. — What is under-
stood by political Jurisdiction in France, in England,
and in the United States. — In America the political
Judge can only pass Sentence on public Officers. — He
more frequently passes a Sentence of Removal from
Office than a Penalty. — Political Jurisdiction,
Exists in the United States, is,

as it
notwithstanding its

Mildness, and perhaps in Consequence of that Mildness,

a most powerful Instrument in the Hands of the Ma-

jority.
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U ¥ IF the executive power is feebler in America
than in France, the cause is more attributable to the

circumstances than to the laws of the country.
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@ In America the president exercises a certain influ-
ence on state affairs, but he does not conduct them ; the
preponderating power is vested in the representatives
of the whole nation. The political maxims of the coun-
try depends therefore on the mass of the people, noton
the president alone; and consequently in >Bm?ow the
elective system has no very prejudicial influence on the
fixed principles of the government. But the want of
fixed principles is an evil so inherent in the elective
system, that it is still extremely perceptible in the
narrow sphere to which the authority of the president
extends.

The Americans have admitted that the head of the
executive power, who has to bear the whole responsi-
bility of the duties he ﬂm called upon to fulfill, ought to
be empowered to choose his own agents, and to remove

them at pleasure: the legislative bodies watch the con-

duct of the president more than they direct it. The
consequence of this arrangement is, that at every new
election the fate of all the federal public officers is in
suspence. Mr. Quincy Adams, on his entry into office,
dischaged the majority of the individuals S.:o had been
appointed by his predecessor ; and I am not aware that
General Jackson allowed a single removeable function-
ary employed in the federal service to retain his place
beyond the first year which succeeded his election. It
is sometimes made a subject of complaint, that in the
constitutional monarches of Europe the fate of the
humbler servants of an administration depends upon
that of the ministers. But in elective governments this
evil is far greater. In a constitutional monarchy succes-
sive ministers are rapidly formed ; but as the principal
representative of the executive power does not change,
the spirits of innovation is kept within bounds ; the
changes which take place are in the details rather
than in the principles of the administrative system;
but to substitute one system for another, as is done in
America every four years by law, is to cause a sort of
revolution. As to the misfortunes which may fall upon

individuals in consequence of this state of things, it
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must be allowed that the uncertain situation of the
public officers is less fraught with evil consequences
in America than elsewhere. It is so easy to acquire an
independent position in the United States that the
public officer who loses his place may be deprived

of the comforts of life, but not of the means of

subsistence.
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Skill of the American Legislators shown in the Mode of
Election adopted by them. — Creation of a special
electoral Body. — Separate Votes of these Electors. —
Case in which the House Representatives is called
upon to choose the President. — Results of the twelve
Elections which have taken Place since the Constitution
has been established. .
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{BxAS the constitution of the United States recognized
two distinct powers, in presence of each other, repre-
sented in a judicial point of view by two distinct classes
on courts of justice, the utmost care which could be
taken in defining their separate u.clm&oﬁo.bm would
have been insufficient to prevent frequent collision
between those tribunals. The question then arose, to
whom the right of deciding the competency of each

court was to be referred.
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{8 Thus the jurisdiction of the general courts extends
not only to all the cases which arise under the laws of
the Union, but also to those which arise under laws
made by the several states in opposition to the con-
stitution. The states are prohibited from making ex-
post-facto laws in criminal cases ; and any person con-
demned by virtue of law of this kind can appeal to the
judicial power of the Union. The states are likewise
prohibited from making laws which may have atendency
to impair the obligation of contracts.* If a citizen /
thinks that an obligation of this kind is impaired by
a law passed in his state, he may refuse to obey it,
and may appeal to the Federal courts.

*#It is perfectly clear, says Mr. Story (Commentaries, p.
503 or in the large edition §1379), that any law which enla-
rge, abridges, or in any manner changes the intention of the
parties, resulting from the stipulations in. the contract,

necessarily impairs it. He gives in the same place a very
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long and careful definition of what is understood by a

contract in federal jurisprudence, .-




By A, d. Tocqueville, Democracy in America, Transl. by Henry Reeves. [ K

(il B Y S oEHD O RV 50
AVOVEERTREO#ME » BRIMUERFeHY VORI 4
P& IR XA E ¢ Q EQ BIHHIN BAe( Y QRN
M PRI O W 550° RSN B0 iiy O 517 RRERM
NEECO I VBERHUWR Y 550° WOV QE QN 4O Ve
BRI v 2 £ 5 R 440 <07 IR Q TR N R0 I 'R P Ay
Q° EHRNT EEKRLET VBN S o SRR
AREEHURY 530° -2 O EIE” L QEOIKRmROHR
P SeE M O 4 O W IKS QR W S0 VEI .0
SV Q HERS M e 1) AR Ui O R RFTIR M RIS 14
AR AusQ°

* K+ —=2—RWRECY 50 ( FHIHER HONK 4950 5 2w |
PR 'R RRR AR Y 5 0tk R O30 RREMHIHT .50 © fn5HaN
N HON 2P LKL EHOIHS” 400 L HREUEHe | RO
FAMOKBNEOLQ PR S VMR HEED

ABDOE T BRECARKEMREENEE Y 50 A" B » IRV
O PRI 510 e

R 4 When we have successfully examined in detail
the organization of the supreme court, and the entire
prerogatives which it exercises, we shall readily admit
that a more imposing judicial power was never consti-
tuted by any people. The supreme court is placed at
the head of all known tribunals, both by the nature of

its rights and the class of justiciable parties which it
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controls.
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@ IN small nations the scrutiny of society penetrates

BN

into every part, and the spirit of improvement enters into
the most .S&.::m details ; as the ambition of the people
is necessarily checked by its weakness, all the efforts
and resources of citizens are turned to the internal
benefit of the community, and are not likely to evapo-
rate into the fieeting breath of glory. The desires of
every individual are limited, because extraordinary
faculties are rarely to be met with. The gifts of an
equal fortune render the various conditions of life
uniform ; and the manners of the inhabitants are orderly
Thus,
popular morality and enlightenment, we shall generally

find that in small

and simple. if we estimate the gradations of
nations there are more persons in
easy circumstances, a more nu-/merous population, and

a more tranquil state of society than in great empires.
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B# %I do not speak of a confederation of small republics,
but of a great consolidated republic. [(EH)
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Bx It profits a people but little _ﬁo be affluent and
free, if it is perpetually exposed to be pillaged or sub-
jugated ; the number of its manufactures and the extent
of its commerce are of small advandtage, if another
nation has the empire of the seas and gives the law
in all the markets of the globe. Small nations are

often empoverished, not becaue they are small, but
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because they are weak ; and great empires prosper less
because they are great than because they are strong.
Physical strength is therefore one of the first conditions
of the happiness and even of the existence of nations.
Hence it occurs, that unless very peculiar circumstances
intervene, small nations are always united to large em-
pires in the end, either/by force or by their own con-
sent ; yet I am unacquainted with a more deplorable
spectacle than that of a peoole unable either to defend
or to maintain its independence.
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0% I HAVE hitherto examined the institutions of the
United States ; I have passed their legislation in
review, and I have depicted the present characteristics
of political society in that country. But a sovereign
power exists above these institutions and beyond these
characteristic features, which may destory or modify
them at its pleasure ; I mean that of the people. It
remains to be shown in what manner this power, which
regulates the laws, acts : its propensities and its
passions remain to be pointed out, as well as the secret
springs which retard, accelerate, or direct its irrestible
course ; and the effects of its unbounded authority,
with the destiny which is probably reserved for it.
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fiI Neither of these kinds of centralization exists in

America. The United States have no metropolis ; the
intelligence as well as the power of the country is
dispersed abroad, and instead of radiating from a point,
they cross each other in every direction ; the Americans
have established no central control over the expression
of opinion, any more than over the conduct of business.
These are circumstances which do not depend on human
foresight ; but it is owing to the laws of the Union

that there are no licenses to be granted to printers, no

securities demanded from editors, as in France, and no
stamp duty as in France and England. The conse-

que nce of this is that nothing is easier than to set up a

newspaper, and a small number of readers suffices to

defray the expenses of the editor.
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fill The citizen of the United States is taught from his

earliest infancy to rely upon his own exertions, in
order to resist the evils and the difficulties of life; he
looks upon the social authority withaneye of mistrust
and anxiety, and he only claims its assistance when he
is quite unable to shift without it. This habit may
even be traced in the schools of the rising generation,
where the children in their games are wont to submit
to rules which they have themselves established, and
to punish misdemeanors which they have themselves
defined. % The same spirit pervades every act of social
life. If a stoppage occurs in a thoroughfare, and the
circulation of the public is hindered, the neighbors
immediately constitute a deliberative body; and this
extemporaneous assembly gives rise to an executive
power, which remedies the inconvenience, before any-
body has thought of recurring to an authority superior

to that of the persons immediately concerned. If the
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public pleasures are concerned, an association is formed
to provide for the splendour and the regularity of the
entertainment. Societies are formed to /resist enemies
which are exclusively of a moral nature, and to di-
minish the vice of intemperance : in the United States
associations are established to promote public order,
commerce, industry, morality, and religion ; for there is
no end which the human will, seconded by the collec-
tive exertions of individuals, despairs of attaining.
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Ml Moreover, the democracy is not only deficient in
that soundness of judgement which is necessary to
select men really deserving of its confidence, but it
has neither the desire nor the inclination to find them
out. It cannot be denied that democratic institutions /
have a very strongly tendency to promote the feeling
+of envy in the human heart ; not so much because they
afford to everyone the means of rising to the level of
any of his fellow-citizens, as because those means per-
petually disappoint the persons who employ them.
#Democratic institutions awaken and foster a passion for
equality which they can never entirely satisfy. This
complete equality eludes the grasp of the people at
the very moment when it thinks to hold its fast, and
“flies,” as Pascal says, “with an eternal flight; ” the
people is excited in the pursuit of an.advantage, which

is the more precious because it is not sufficiently remote

100 100D

to be unknown, or sufficiently near to be enjoyed. The

lower orders are agitated by the chance of success, they

are irritated by its uncertainty ; and they pass from

the enthusiasm of pursuit to the exhaustion of ill-

success, and lastly to the acrimony of disappointment.

Whatever transcends their own limits appears to be

an obstacle to their desires, and there is no kinds of

superiority, however legitimate it may be, which is
not irksome in their sight.
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% WHEN a state is threatened by serious dangers,
the people frequently succeeds in selecting the citizens
who are the most able to save it. It has been observed
that man rarely retains his customary level in presence
of very critical circumstances ; he rises above, or he
sinks below, his usual condition, and the same thing
occurs in b,wﬁo:m at large. Extreme perils sometimes
quench the energy of a people instead of mﬁ_wﬁ.;mnwbm
it ; they excite without directing its passions ; and in
stead of clearing, they confuse its powers of perception.
The Jews deluged the smoking ruins of their temple
with a carnage of the remnant of their host. But it is
more common, both in the case of nations and in that
of individuals, to find extraordinary virtues arising

from the very imminence of the danger. Great charac-
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ters are then thrown into relief, mm, the edifices which

are concealed by -the gloom of night, are illuminated

by the glares of a conflagration. At those dangerous

times genius no longer abstains from presenting itself

in the arena ; and the people, alarmed by the perils of

its situation, buries its envious passions in a / short
oblivion. Great names may then _om.nnmés from the urn
of an election.
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B+ BEFORE we can affirm whether a democratic form 4Q50° FEE LA HLH OV ML IENE O OIS OV
of government is economical or not, we must establish 7 N0 e | EEHEE < RO L TR L S I
a suitable standard of comparison. The question would QW7 BRI S IEE L BRI AR A S ) AL QR0
be one of easy solution if we were to attempt to draw HEROE Ry QLI ERE OV S L8807 BENEOE
a parallel between a democratic republic and an absolute B O RO R OV IO Q PR VR NIX OV ﬁ.mm,m.ﬁ
monarchy. The public expenditure would be found to BB A G2 Q ~ o -2 0.4 M AV O RENE YT oD
be more considerable under the former than under the PAIESFERBM = O A O VY SR ET 50000
latter ; such is the case with all free states compared RAVOEHoF | HEQEMWIVEBE OV 50 M U NEIR Q ¥ 4R
to those which are not so. It is certain that despotism Q°
ruins individuals by preventing them from producing i€ « The Americans, as we have seen, have four separate
wealth, much more than by depriving them of the budgets ; the Union, the states, the counties, and the
wealth they have produced : it dries up the source of townships, having each severally their own. During my
riches, while it usually respects acquired property. stay in America I made every endeavour to discover
Freedom, on the contrary, engenders far more benefits the amount of the public expenditure in the townships
than it destroys ; and ;m‘smﬁosm which are favored by and counties of the principal states of the Union, and I
free institutions, invariably find that their resources readily / obtained the budget of the larger townships,
increase even more rapidly than their taxes. but I found it quite impossible to procure that of the
R HEEREED VR0 A KA N LR AREGEIT oo 47 18 smaller ones. I possess, however, some documents relat-

MERHORE P AR LAREMERLLRELOLS 2OLRAS ing to county expenses, which, although incomplete,

AR HEE R AR HE A N E O o e .08 W QIR are still curious. I have to think Mr. Richards, mayor



of Philadelphia, for the budgets of ﬁr:ﬁoo,s of the coun-
ties of Pennsylvania, viz : Lebanon, Centre, Franklin,
Fayette, Montgomery, Luzerne, Dauphin, Butler, Alle-
gany, Columbia, Northampton, Northumberland, and
Philadelphia, for the year 1830. Their population at that
time consisted of 495,207 inhabitants. On looking at the
map of Pennsylvania, it will be seen that these thirteen
counties are shattered in every direction, and.so gen-
erally affected by the causes which usually influence
the condition of a country, that they may easily be
supposed to furnish a correct average of the financial
state of the counties of Pennsylvania in general ; and
thus, upon reckoning that the expenses of these coun-
ties amounted in the year 1830, to about 72,330 /., or
nearly 3s. for each inhabitant, and calculating that
each of them contributed in the same year about 10s.
2d. toward the Union, ‘and about 3s. to the state of
Pennsylvania, it appears that they each contributed as
their share of all the public expenses (except those of
the townships), the sum of 16s. 2d. This calculation
is doubly incomplete, as it applies only to a single
year and to one part of the public changes ; but it has

at least the merit of not being conjectural. (]

BEWE® A. d Tocqueville, Democracy in America, Transl. by Henry Reeves. [R 1O

W2 Q QPR

(R4l Rmy ¢ > »
HERURY 5]
ARLRELMRMPYLVUL AN N R<SEEONREN
RAPENL OV 510° R E BV ERREYmA0Q0
W2 QY 5100 Pa0° HO N <= REHHE" @ duiE Q HEK
WEQEE XPROUMOLENROLNIOFRIESQRR
WEQ 4 WOVEBEO Y KEZOHEE W< LR S
EOEEE M=o ) N EHV KRR Qo UNR O L o
SPEBRNHAEN O SV O Sv 0 L O HMINEE O 510° v
SERBEAIRG L2 Q P ERQ0 L RNAT DR DEG QR DY
1 ZHOEMe C N> Mu~ e 11e
BOZ0NTNN UNRRAT NANNASN NRT g a e wN

A FENFE IR UL HRER

RO x=—" AR~NT == NN L a=N—=" NARI—" 1 pt
NURTN=FNNEN N=%5 20— NN POV NI INK
ANTNOEENE OV W2 N TN KRN T NEIR PR
=R OSSO REE0L L ML KOOR<ORER
HNOP<KQHES GO SL°Y NN AD N I NQRERNER
P50 UR0 | HOREROCRENEROIV RS D&-»
REMHOP | B RKEIN MFLN R AR R W b 4T £
PSRQPT BOVUKONEZEY D> DM NQiERCEE
KO LR NEI 0 ) VM o0 A L) AT AR
P00’ #OVL20QIROHES | IO &~
PP NMNO% M= 0 5 H#a v QEEY VO WIIN = N

C1onms



x4 A, d. Tooqueville, Democracy in America, Transl. by Henry Reeves. [® 1 OB C 108 )

MDY 50 ) UNREY SRR WOVVROMERCHKOE BSOS RBL0H5° WO KB LM 2 dauy
CAEHFRYBRNEOVYREIOD = NS N KR #4270 N D NEREENEO LML PROY GHENRE VS BRAY

AD N NEMRIN A D NPELIWY 50 ) U PpEHRPRE P
ROFEROHK B VA VY OMMORE v 0V (FIEENE
SV G KAANNIY N KNELOVY S0 VEROZ M H
AP0 1 QTREVRR | SEHEO X QWS | BOY
EEAR | HOIEK P KIRM P R0 D& v -2 il
B4 880800 500 PR’

%A DISTINCTION must be made, when the aristo-
cratic and the democratic principles mutually inveigh
against each other, as tending to facilitate corruption.In
aristocratic governments the individuals who are placed
at the head of affairs are rich men, who are solely
desirous of power. In democracies statesmen are poor,
and they have their fortunes to make. The consequence
is, that in aristocratic states the rulers are rarely
accessible to corruption, and have very little craving
for money ; while the reverse is the case in democratic
nations.
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® #In America the use of conscription is unknown, and
men are induced to enlist by bounties. The nations and
habits of the people of the United States are so opposed
to compulsory enlistment, that I do not imagine that
it can ever be sanctioned by the laws. What is termed
conscription in France is assuredly the heaviest tax
upon the population of that country ; yet how could a
great conti-/nental war be carried on without it? The
Americans have not adopted the British impressment of
seamen, and they have nothing which corresponds to the
French system of maritime conscription ; the navy, as
well as the merchant service, is supplied by voluntary
engagement. But it is not easy to conceive how a peo-
ple can sustain a great maritime war, without having
recourse to one or the other of these two systems.
Indeed, the Union, which has fought with some hon-
our upon the seas, has never possessed a very numer-
ous fleet, and the mpchBo:n of the small number
of American vessels has always been excessively

expensive.
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8 But it is this distinct perception .of the future,
founded upon a sound judgement and an enlightenment
experience, which is most frequently wanting in de-
mocracies. The populace is more apt to feel than to
reason ; and if its present sufferings are great, it is to
be feared that the still greater sufferings attendant
upon defeat will be forgotten.
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W THERE is one sort of patriotic attachment which

principally arises from that instinctive, disinterested,

and undefinable feeling which connects the affections

of men .S#r his birthplace. This natural fondness is
united to a taste for ancient customs, and to a reverence
for ancestral traditions of the past ; those who cherish
it love their country as they love the mansion of their
fathers. They enjoy the tranquillity which it affords
them ; they cling to the peaceful habits which they have
contracted within its bosom; they are attached to the
reminiscences which it awakens, and they are even
pleased by the state of obedience in which they are
placed. This patriotism is sometimes stimulated by
religious enthusiasm, and then it is capable of making
It is in itself a kind of
religion : it does not reason, but it acts from the impulse

the most prodigious efforts.

of faith and of sentiment. By some nations the monarch

has been regarded as a personification of the country ;
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and the fervour of patriotism being converted into the
fervour of loyalty, they took a sympathetic pride in his
conquests, and gloried in his power. At one time, under
the ancient monarchy, the French felt a sort of satis-
faction in the sense of their dependence upon the arbi-
trary pleasure of their king, and they were wont to say
with pride: “We are the subjects of the most powerful
king in the world.”
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@ % CHAPTER XV.

UNLIMITED POWER OF THE MAJORITY IN THE

UNITED STATES, AND ITS CONSEQUENCES.

Natural Strength of the Majority in Democracies. —

Most of the American Constitutions have increaed this

Strength by artificial Means. — How this has been

done. — Pledged Delegates. — Moral power of the

Majority. — Opinion as to its Infallibility. — Respect

for its Rights, how augumented in the United States.
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@ HOW THE UNLIMITED POWER OF THE MAJO-

RITY INCREASES, IN AMERICA, THE INSTABILITY



OF LEGISLATION AND THE ADMINISTRATION IN-
HERENT IN DEMOCRACY.

The Americans increase the mutability of the Laws
which is inherent in Democracy by changing the Leg-
islature every Year, and by vesting it with unbounded
Authority. — The same Effect is produced upon the
Administration. — In America social Melioration is
conducted more energetically, but less perseveringly,
than in Europe.
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g POWER EXERCISED BY THE MAJORITY IN A-

MERICA UPON OPINION.

In America, when the Majority has once irrevocably

decided a Question, all Discussion ceases. — Reason of
this. — Moral Power exercised by the Majority upon
Opinion. —Democratic Republics have deprived Despot-

ism of its- physical Instruments. — Their Despotism

sways the Minds of Men.

It is in the examination of the display of public opin-
ion in the United States, that we clearly perceive how
far the power of the majority surpasses all the powers
with which we are acquainted in Europe. Intellectual
principles exercise an influence which is so invisible
and often so inappreciable, that they battle the toils of
oppression. At the present time the most absolute mon-
archs in Europe are unable to prevent certain nations,
which are opposed to their authority, from circulating
in secret throughout their dominions, and even in their
courts. Such is not the case in America ; so long as the
majority is still undecided, disoussion is carried on ; but
as soon as its decision is irrevocably pronounced, a
submissive silence is observed ; and the friends, as well
as the opponents of the measure, unite in assenting to
its propriety. The reason of this is perfectly clear : no
monarch is so absolute as to combine all the powers of
society in his own hands, and to conquer all opposition,
with the energy of a majority, which is invested with
the right of making and of executing the laws. [m¥s]
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@ CHAPTER XVI
% CAUSES WHICH MITIGATE THE TYRANNY OF
THE MAJORIT ¢ IN THE UNITED STATES.

(IEHKOMNYTN)

10X (10%)
ABSENCE OF CENTRAL ADMINISTRATION.

The national majority does not pretend to conduct all
Business. — Is obliged to employ the town and county
Magistrates to execute its supreme Decisions.
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& Men who have more especially devoted themselves
to legal pursuits, derive from those occupation certain
habits of order, a taste for formalities, and a kind of
instinctive regard for the regular connection of ideas,
which naturally render them very hostile to the revo-
lutionary sprit and the unreflecting passions of the
multitude.

, The special information which lawyers derive from
their studies, ensures them a separate station in society ;
and they constitute a sort of privileged body in the
scale of intelligence. This notion of their superiority
perpetually recurs to them in the practice of their

profession : they are the masters of a science which is

nécessary, but which is not very generally known : they



serve as arbiters between the citizens ; and the habit of
directing the blind passions of parties in litigation to
their purpose, inspires them with a certain contempt
for the judgment of the multitude. To this it may be
added, that they naturally constitute a body ; not by
any .previous understanding, or by an agreement which
directs them to a common end ; but the analogy of their
studies and the uniformity of their proceedings, connect
their minds together, as much as a common interest
would combine their endeavours.

A portion of the tastes and of the habits of the aris-
tocracy may consequently be discovered in the charac-
ters of men in the profession of the law. They partici-
pate in the same instinctive love of order and of for-
malities ; and they entertain the same repugnance to
the actions of the multitude, and the same secret con-
tempt of the government of the people. I do not mean
to say that the natural propensities of lawyers are
sufficiently strong to sway them irresistibly ; for they,
like most other men, are governed by their private
interests and the advantages of the moment.

In a state of society in which the members of the
legal profession are prevented from holding that rank

BEWEK A, d. Tocqueville, Democracy in America, Transl. by Henry Reeves. &R |OR

in the political world which they enjoy in private life,
we may rest assured that they will be the foremost
agents of revolution. But it must then be inquired
whether the cause which induces them to innovate and
to destroy is accidental, or whether it belongs to some
It is true that

lawyers mainly contributed to the overthrow of the

lasting purpose which they entertain.

French monarchy in 1783 ; but it remains to be seen

whether they acted thus because they had studied the

laws, or because they were prohibited from co-operating

in the work of legislation.
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® Five hundred years ago the English nobles headed

the people, and spoke in its name ; at the present time,

the aristocracy supports the throne, and defends the
royal prerogative. But aristocracy has, notwithstanding
this, its peculiar instincts and propensities. We must be
careful not to confound isolated members of a body
with the body itself. In all free governments, of what-
soever form they may be, members of the legal profes-
sion will bz found at the head of all parties. The same
remark is also applicable to the #f aristocracy ; for
almost all the democratic convulsions which have agi-
tated the world have been directed by nobles.

A privileged body can never satisfy the ambition of
all its members ; it has always more talents and more
passions than it can find places to content and to
employ ; so that a considerable number of individuals
are usually to be met with, who are inclined to attack

those very privileges, which they find it impossible to



turn to their own account.
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E@ The institution of the jury, if confined to criminal

causes, is mﬂé.mwm in danger ; but when once it is intro-

duced into civil proceedings, it defies the aggressions
of time and of man. If it had been as easy to remove
the jury from the manners as from the laws of England,

it would have perished under Henry VIII. and Eliza-

beth ; and the civil jury did in reality, at that period,
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save the liberties of the country. In whatever manner
the jury be applied, it cannot @E to exercise a power-
ful msmconam upon &5 national character ; but this in-
fluence is prodigiously increased when it is introduced
into civil causes. 3# The jury, and more especially the
civil jury, serves to communicate the spirit of the
judges to the minds of all the citizens ; and this spirit,
with the habits which attend it, is the soundest prepa-
ration for free institutions. It imbues all classes with
a umw@moﬁ for the thing judged, and with the notion of
right. If these two elements be removed, the love of
independence is reduced to a mere destructive passion.
It teaches men to.practice equity ; every man learns to
judge his neighbor as he would himself be judged : and
this is especially true of the jury in civil causes ; for,
while the number of persons who have reason to appre-
hend a criminal prosecution is small, every one is
liable to have a civil action brought against him. The
jury teaches every man not recoil before the responsi-
bility of his own actions, and impresses him with that
manly confidence without which political virtue cannot
exist. It invests each citizen with a kind of magistracy ;
it makes thém all feel the duties which they are bound

Crito
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to discharge towards society ; and the part which they

taken in the government. By obliging men to turn their

attention to affairs which are not exclu- | sively their

own, it rubs off that individual egotism which is the
rust of society.
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& 4 What I have hitherto said applies to all nations ;
but the remark I am now about to make is m.w,o::m:. to
the Americans and to democratic peoples. I have already
observed that in democracies the members of the legal
profession, and the magistrates, constitute the only
aristocratic body which can check the irregularities of
the people. This aristocracy is invested with no physical
power ; but it exercises its conservative influence upon
the minds of men : and the most abundant source of
its authority is the institution of the civil jury. In
criminal causes, when society is armed against a single
individual, the jury is apt to look upon the judge as

the passive instrument of social power, and to mistrust



his advice. Moreover, criminal causes are entirely found-
ed upon the evidence of facts which common sense
can readily appreciate ; upon this ground the judge and
the jury are equal. Such, however, is not the case in
civil causes ; then the judge appears as a disinterested
arbiter between the conflicting passions of the parties.
The jurors look up to him with confidence, and listen
to him with respect, for in this instance their intelli-
gence is completely under the control of his learning. It
is the judge who sums up the various arguments with
which their memory has been wearied out, and who
guides them/through the devious course of the proceed-
ings ; he points their attention to the exact question of
fact, which they are called upon to solve, and he puts
the answer to the question of law into their mouths.
His influence upon their verdict is almost unlimited.
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% x ACCIDENTAL OR PROVIDENTIAL CAUSES

WHICH CONTRIBUTE TO THE MAINTENANCE

OF THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC IN THE UNITED

STATES.

The Union has no Nezighbors. — No Metropolis. — The
Americans have had no Chances of Birth in their Favour.

— America an empty Country. — How this Circumstance

prn
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contributes powerfully to the Maintanance of the dem-
ocratic Republic of America. — How the American

Wilds are Peopled. — Avidity of the Anglo-Americans

in taking possession of the Solitudes of the New World.

— Influence of physical Prosperity upon the political

chmo:m of the Americans.
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@0 In Europe we are wont to look upon a restless dis-

position, an unbounded desire of riches, and an exces-
sive love of independence, as propensities very formi-
dable to-society. Yet these are the very elements which
ensure a long and peaceful duration to the republics of
America. Without these unquiet passions the population
would/collect in certain sports, and would soon be sub-

ject to wants like those of the Old World, which it is

11g CHITED

difficult to satisfy ; for such is the present good fortune
of the New World, that the vices of its inhabitants are
scarcely less favorable to society than their virtues.
These circumstances exercise a great influence on the
estimation in which human actions are held in the two
hemispheres. The Americans frequently term what we
should call cupidity a laudable industry ; and they

blame as faint-heartedness what we consider to be the

virtue of moderate desires.
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I The American republics of the present day are

like companies of adventurers, formed to explore in

common the waste lands of the New World, and busied
in a flourishing trade. The passions which agitate the

Americans most deeply, are not their political, but
their commercial passions ; or, to speak more correctly,
they introduce the habits they contract in business
into their political life. They love order, without
which affairs do not prosper ; and they set an especial
value upon a regular conduct, which is the foundation
of a solid business : they prefer the good sense which
amasses large fortunes, to that enterprising spirits
which frequently dissipates them, general ideas alarm
their minds, which are accustomed to positive calcu-
lations ; and they hold practice in more honor than
theory.

It is in America that one learns to understand the
influence which physical prosperity exercises over
political actions, and even over opinions which ought
to acknowledge no sway but that of reason ; and it is

more especially among strangers that this truth is
perceptible.
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@ I think that the catholic religion has erroneously
been looked upon as the natural enemy of democracy.
Among the various sects of Christians, catholicism
seems to me, on the contrary, to be one of those which

are most favourable to the equality of conditions. | In

the catholic church, the religious community is com-
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posed of only two elements ; the priest and the people.
The priest alone rises above rank of his flock, and all
below him are equal.

On doctrinal points the catholic faith places all human
capacities upon the same level ; it subjects the wise and
the ignorant, the man of genious and the vulgar crowd,
to the details of the same creed ; it imposes nww same
observances upon the rich and the needy, it inflicts the
same austerities upon the strong and the weak, it lis-
tens to no compromise with mortal man, but reducing
all the human race to the same standard, it confounds
all the distinctions of society at the foot of the same
altar, even as they are confounded in the sight of God.
1f catholicism vz&\mwwommm the faithful to obedience, it
certainly does not prepare them for inequality; but
the contrary may be said of protestantism, which gen-

erally tends to make men independent, more than to
render them equal.

Catholicism is like an absolute monarchy ; if the
sovereign be removed, all the over classes of society
are more equal than they are in republics. It has not
unfrequently occurred that the catholic priest has left

the service of the alter to mix with the governing

C11)

powers of society, and to make his place among the
civil gradations of men. This religious influence has
sometimes been used to secure the interests of that
political state of things to which he belonged. At other
times a catholics have taken the side of aristocracy
from a sprit of religion.
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fi PRINCIPAL CAUSES WHICH RENDER RELIGION

POWERFUL IN AMERICA

% Care taken by the Americans to separate the Church
from the State. — The laws, public Opinion, and even
the Exertions of the Clergy concur to promote this
in the

United States, attributable to this Cause. — Reason of

end. — Influence of Religion upon this Mind,

this. — What is the natural State of Men with regard
to Religion at the present Time. —What are the pecul-

iar and incidental Causes which prevent Men, in certain
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Countries, from arriving at this State.
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@ The short space of threescore years can never
content the imagination of man ; nor can the imperfect
joys of this world satisfy his heart. Man alone, of all
created beings, &mewm a natural contempt of exist-
ence, and yet a boundless desire to exist ; he scorns
life, but he dreads annihilation. These different feelings
incessantly urge his soul to the contemplation of a
future state, and religion directs his musings thither.
Religion, then, is simply another form of hope ; and it
is no less natural to the human heart than hope itself.
Men cannot abandon their religious faith without a
kind of aberration of intellect, and a sort of violent
distortion of g.m:. true natures ; but they are invincibly

brought back to more pious sentiments ; for unbelief
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is an accident, and faith is the only permanent state
of mankind. If we only consider religious institutions
in a purely human point of view, they may be said to
derive an inexhaustible element of strength from man
himself, since they belong to one of the constituent
principles of human nature.
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% The two great dangers which threaten the exist-
ence of religions are schism and indifference. In ages of
fervent devotion, men sometimes abandon their religion,
but they only shake it off in order to adopt another.
Their faith changes the objects to which it is directed,
but it suffers no decline. The old religion, then, ex-
cites enthusiastic attachment or bitter enmity in either
party ; some leave it with anger, others cling to it with
increased devotedness, and although persuasions differ,
irreligion is unknown. Such, however, is not the case
when a religious belief is secretly undermined by doc-
trines which may be termed negative, since they deny
the truth of one H.m,:mmos without affirming that of any
other. Prodigious revolutions then take place in the
human mind, without the apparent co-operation of the
passions of man, and almost without his knowledge.
Men lose the object of their fondest hopes, as if
through forgetfullness. They are carried away by an
imperceptible current which they have not the courage
since it

to stem, but which they follow with regret,

bears them from a faith they love, to a skepticism

that plunges them into despair.
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#4In ages which answer to this description, men desert

their religious opinions from lukewarmness rather than

from dislike ; they do not reject them, but the sentiments
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by which they were once fosterd disappears. But if the
unbeliever does not admit religion to be true, he still
considers it useful. Regarding religious institutions in

a human point of view, he acknowledges their influence
upon manners and legislation. He admits that they may
serve to make men live in peace with one another, and
to prepare them gently for the hour of death. He re-
grets the faith which he has / lost ; and as he is depriv-
ed of a treasure of which he has learned to estimate
+4at its full value, he scruples to take it from those
who still possess it. ,
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4 What I have said of New England must not, how-
ever, be applied indiscriminately to the whole Union :
as we advance toward the west or the south, the in-
struction of the people diminishe. In the states which
are adjacent to the Gulf of Mexico, a certain number
of individuals may be found, as in our own countries,
who are devoid of the rudiments of instruction. But
there is not a single district in the United States sunk
in complete ignorance ; and for a very simple reason ;
the peoples of Europe started from the darkness of a
barbarous condition, to advance toward the light of
civilization ; their progress has been unequal ; some of
them have improved apace, while others have loitered
in their course, and some have stopped, and are still
sleeping upon the way.
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@ If the laws of the United States were the only im-

aginable democratic laws, or the most perfect which it

is possible to conceive, I should admit that the success
of those institutions affords no proof of the success of
democratic institutions in general, in a country less
favoured by natural circumstances. But as the laws of

America appear to me to be defective in several re-

spect, and as I can readily imagine others of the same

general nature, the peculiar advantages of that countrydf
do not prove that democratic institusions cannot suc-
ceed in a nation less favored by circumstances, if ruled
by better laws.
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#® IMPORTANCE OF WHAT PRECEDES WITH
RESPECT TO THE STATE
% OF EUROPE.

IT may readily be discovered with what intention I
undertook the foregoing inquiries. The question here
discussed is interesting not only to the United States,
but to the whole world ; it concerns, not a nation but
all mankind. If those nations whose social condition

is democratic could only remain free as long as they

are inhabitants of the wilds, we could not but despair
of the future destiny of the human race ; for democracy
is rapidly acquiring a more extended sway, and the
wilds are gradually peopled with men. If it were true
that laws and manners are insufficient to maintain
democratic institutions, what refuge would remain open
to the notions, except the despotism of 'a single indivi-
dual ? I am aware that there are many worthy persons
at the present time who are not alarmed at this latter
alternative, and who are so tired of liberty as to be
glad of repose, far from nroma. storms by which it is
attended. But these individuals are ill acquainted with
the haven to which they are bound. They are so deluded
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by their recollections, as to judge the tendency of ab-
solute power by what it was formerly, and not by what
it might become at the present time.
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%W x While the nobles enjoyed their power, and indeed
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long after that power was lost, the honor of aristocracy
conferred an extraordinary degree of force upon their
personal opposition. They afforded instances of men
who, notwithstanding their weakness, still entertained

a high opinion of their personal value, and mmao@,ﬁo
cope single-handed with the efforts of the public au-
thority. But at the present day, when all ranks are more
and more confounded, when the individual disappears in
the throng, and is easily H.own in the midst of a com-
mon obscurity, when the honor of monarchy has almost
lost its empire without being succeeded by public
virtue, and when nothing can enable man to rise above
himself, who shall say at what point the exigencies of
power and servility of weakness will stop ?
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L Civilization is the result of a long social process
which takes place in the same spot, and is handed down
from one generation to another, each one profiting by
the experience of the last. Of all nations, those submit
to civilization with the most difficulty, which habitu-

ally live by the chase. Pastoral tribes, indeed, often
change their place of abode; but they follow a regular
order in their migrations, and often return again to
their old stations, while the dwelling of the hunter

varies with that of the animals he pursues.
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% Independently of this general difficulty, there is
another which applies peculiarly to the Indians ; they
consider labour not merely as an evil, but as a disgrace ;

so that their pride prevents them from becoming civi-



lized, as much as their indolence.
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% Whatever the white man wanted and asked of the
Indian, the latter willingly gave, At that time the Ind-
ian was the lord, and the white man the suppliant.
But now the scene has changed. The strength of the
red man has become weakness. As his neighbours incre-
ased in numbers, his power became less and less, and
now, of the many and powerful tribes who once covered
these United States, only a few are to be seen — a few

Pwhom a sweeping pestilence had left. The northan
tribes, who were once so numerous and powerful, are
now nearly extinct. ‘Thus it has happened to the red
man of America. Shall we, who are remnants, share
the same fate?
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% Such is the language of the Indians : their asser-
tions are true, their foreboding inevitable. From which
ever side we consider the |/ destinies of the aborigines
of North America, their calamities appear to be irrem-
ediable : if they continue barbarous, they are forced+
to retire : if they attempt to civilize their manners,
the contact of a more civilized community subjects
them to oppression and destitution. They perish if they
continue to wander from waste to waste, and if they
attempt to settle, they still must perish; the assistance
of Europeans is necessary to instruct them, but the
approch of Europeans corrupts and repels them into
savage life ; they refuse to change their habits as long
as their solitudes are their own, and it is too late to
change them when they are constrained to submit.
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%€ The cultivation of tobacco, of cotton, and especially
#tof sugarcane demands, on the other hand, unremitting
attention : and women and children are employed in it,
whose services are of but little use in the cultivation
of wheat. Thus slavery is naturally /| more fitted to the
countries from which these productions are derived. +
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3k I have previously observed that the mixed race is

the true bond of union between the Europens and the

Indians ; just so the mulattoes are the true means of
transition between the white and the negro ; so that
wherever mulattoes abound, the intermixture of the two
races is not impossible. In some parts of America, the
| Europen and the negro races are so crossed by one
another, that it is rare to meet with a man who is
entirely black or entirely white : when they are arrived
at this point, the two races may really be said to be
combined ; or rather to have been absorbed in a third
race, which is connected with both, without being

identical with either.
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@ The pride of origin, which is natural to the Eng-
lish, is singulary augmented by the personal pride which
democratic liberty fosters among the Americans : the
white citizen of the United States is proud of his race,
and proud of himself. But if the whites and the negroes
do not intermingle in the north of the Union, how
should they mix in the south? Can it be supposed for
an instant, that an >Bmin,m: of the Southern states,
placed, as he must for ever be, between the white man
with all his physical and moral superiority, and the
negro, will ever think of preferring the latter? The

Americans of the southern states have two powerful

passions which will'always keep them aloof ; the first is

the fear of being assimilated to the negroes, their for-
mer slaves ; m,nm the second, the dread of sinking below
the whites, their neighbours.
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{x WHAT ARE THE CHANCES IN FAVOUR OF

THE DURATION OF THE AMERICAN UNION, AND

WHAT DANGERS THREATEN IT.

Reasons why the preponderating Force lies in the
States rather than in the Union. —The Union will only
last as long as all the States choose to belong to it. —

— Utility of

the Union to resist foreign Enemies, and to prevent the

Causes which tend to keep them united.

Existence of Foreigners in America. — No natural
Barriers between the several States. -— No conflicting
Interests to divide them. — Reciprocal Interests of the
Northern, Southern, and Western States. — Intellec-
tualties of Union. —Uniformity of Opinions. —Dangers
of the Union resulting from the different Characters
— Character of the
Citizens in the South and in the North. — The rapid

I 11+

and the Passions of its Citizens.
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growth of the Union one of its greatest Dangers. —
Progress of the Population to the Northwest. — Power
gravitates in the same Direction. — Passions origi-
nating from sudden turns of Fortune. —Whether the
existing Government of the Union tends to gain strength,
or to lose it. —Various sign of its decrease. — Internal
improvement. —Waste lands. — Indians. — The Bank.
—The Tariff. |Oo:2.& Jackson. +
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@ % Among the various reasons which tend + to render

the existing Union useful to the Americans two prin-
cipal causes are peculiarly evident to the observer.
Although the Americans are, as it were, alone upon
their continent, their commerce makes them the neighb-
ours of all the nations with which they trade. Not-
withstanding their apparent isolation, the Americans
require a certain degree of strength, which they cannot
retain otherwise than by remaining united to each
other. If the states were to split, they would not only
diminish the strength which they are now able to
display toward foreign nations, but they would soon
create foreign powers upon their own territory. A
system of inland custom-houses would then be estab-
lished ; the valleys would be divided by imaginary boun-
dary lines ; the courses of the rivers would be confined
by territorial distinctions ; and a multitude of hin-
drances would prevent the Americans from exploring
the whole of that vast continent which Providence has
allotted to them for a dominion. At present they have no

invasion to fear, and consequently no standing armies



to maintain, no taxes to levy. If the Union were dis-
solved, all these burdensome measures might ere long
be required. The Americans are then very powerfully
interested in the maintenance of their Union. On the
other hand, it is almost impossible to discover any sort
of material interest which might at present tempt a-
portion of the Union to seperate from the other states.
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0 #£The commercial ties which unite the confederate
states are strengthened by the increasing manufactures
of the Americans ; and the union which began to exist
in their opinions, gradually forms a part of their habits :
the course of time has swept away the bugbear thoughts
which haunted the imaginations of the citizens in 1789.
The federal power is not become oppressive ; it has not
destroyed the independence of the states ; it has not
subjected the confederates to monarchical institutions;
and the Union has not rendered the lesser states depend-
ent upon the larger ones ; but the confederation has
continued to increase in population, in wealth, and in
power. I am therefore convinced that the natural obsta-
cles to the continuence of the American Union are not
so powerful at the present time as they were in 1789,
and that the enemies of the Union are not so numerous.
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% OF THE REPUBLICAN INSTITUTIONS OF THE

UNITED STATES, AND WHAT THEIR CHANCES

OF DURATION ARE.

The Union is Accidental. — The republican Institu-
tions have more prospect of Permanence. — A Republic
for the Present the natural State of the Anglo-Ameri-
cans. —Reason of this. —In order to destroy it, all the
Laws must be changed at the same Time, and a great
Alteration take place in Manners, — Difficulties ex-

perienced by the Americans in nnmmﬁsm an >1mnoonwa%.
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@ THE coast of the United States, from the bay of
Fundy to the Sabine river in the gulf of Mexico, is
more than two thousands miles in extent. These shores
form an unbroken line, and they are all subject to the
same government. No nation in the world possesses
vaster, deeper, or more secure ports for shipping than
the Americans.
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fiix The inhabitants of the United States are subject
to all the wants and all the desires which result from
an advanced stage of civilization ; but as they are not
surrounded by a community admirably adapted, like that
of Europe, to satisf{y their wants, they are often obliged

to procure for themselves the various articles which



education and habit have rendered necessaries. In A-
merica it sometimes happens that the same individual
tills his field, builds his dwelling, contrives his tools,
makes his shoes, and weaves the coarse stuff of which
his dress is composed. This circumstance is prejudicial
to the excellence of the work ; but it powerfully contrib-
utes to awaken the intelligence of the workman. Noth-
ing tends to materialize man, and to deprive his work
+of the faintest trace of mind, more than the extreme
division of labor. In a country like America, | where
men devoted to special occupations are rare, a long
apprenticeship cannot be required from anyone who
embraces a profession. The Americans therefore change
their means of gaining a livelihood very readily ; and
they suit their occupations to the exigencies of the
moment, in the manner most profitable to themselves.
Men are to be met with who have successively been
barristers, farmers, merchants, ministers of the momvmr
and physicians. If the American be less perfect in each
craft than the European, at least there is scarcely any
trade with which he is utterly unacquainted. His
capacity is more general, and the circle of his intelli-
gence is enlarged.

EREHKEZXBOMD O LRBQHEKAOHDRPRY VP QK

BEEMEK A, d. Tocqueville, Democracy in America, Transl. by Henry Reeves. iR

N AP QEMUINENRY 50° DRN-2EOEN—1 231 Q
BUHERYRoEHIVY S L5001 KNMELR QM aw
HRORELO PR QO 42° 08 %~ R yEEm S QK £2.0 O
LV 508 ¢ SRIENFHRPIPY <040 S QLW 510° N
«ARPLEEDELGMEROHENKRD" MRQ K E " m
RO MR MROFE WL WOVIROKEOREIL
QEIKSERNERT VAo VAEHY Y OVRIQ PR i
D HERERBOHIHO L R/N BRKRVLR” DG VKR
B0 B wmB 40 2 QN B K S MKH O Qe IR LR
WEN<EYN | K Q BV L0008 WYORBLOIQOEQ LK
HENECEEY0-20 HEM L5007 NxaRQ Mo
M2 oS e <t BEPVRO Y BESE YRV
RES<E P 2R M e KEI NV ER U R0 VR 5° sV
N xe RLLSER YRR Y Q dHifz - I 30 b SR R 400
OO VEROEHEFQRNR O Y mRmagyd A O W2 RV QR
B L QAo AR HELD L EHK M A0 Q 4Q10°sV Q 2R
R B B EEEORNMEVRE VOVKEY VB
LYY NIV LN OR S L5 BERN R RGN — 1 >
AL o2 ¢ QEEN & 5 VIREP L5004 v Aeh <
2 RLGWVERL P00 U S ahBIRE # QWL S Q P R1e°
Nx = R<QEREHS | BEVROY D& VORECEEY
K5 We°

$ The Anglo-American relies upon personal interest
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to accomplish his ends, and gives free scope to the un-

guided exertions and common sense of the citizens ; the

Russian centres all the authority of society in a single+

arm : the principal instrument of the former is freedem;

of the latter, servitude. Their starting-point is differ-

ent, and their courses are not the same ; yet each of

them seems to be marked out by the will of Heaven to

sway the destinies of half the globe.
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fx OF THE PRINCIPAL SOURCE OF BELIEF AMONG

DEMOCRATIC NATIONS.
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% The contrary takes place in ages of equality. The

nearer the citizens are drawn to the common level of

an equal and similar condition, the less prone does each

Mo C1nod

man become to place implicit faith in a certain man
or a certain class of men. But his readiness to believe
the multitude increases, and opinion is more than ever
mistress of the world. Not only is common opinion the
only guide which private judgement retains among a
democratic people, but among such a people it possesses
a power infinitely beyond what it has elsewhere. At
periods of equality men have no faith in one another,
by reason of their common resemblance ; but this very
resemblance gives them almost unbounded confidence
in the judgement of the public ; for it would not seem
probable, as they are all endowed with equal means of
judging, but that the greater truth should go with the
greater number.
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34 22 15 45 35 41 20 18 4 33 33 32 & 41 14 18 5 16 32 30 39 32

284 283 273 272 272 258 246 243 242 241 227 224 223 222 206 203 184 183 180 179 170 160

2 13 1 9 2 613 2 1016 7 4 3 14 2 3 7 1 2 15 14 10

540 540 534 533 533 526 520 517 517 517 510 508 507 507 496 495 485 484 483 483 479 472

29 19 15 37 29 26 4 37 25 9 10 11 29 18 38 15 24 35 11 9 19 22
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(100) (99) (98) (97) (96) (95) (94) (93) (92) (91) (90) (89) (88) (87) (86) (85) (84) (83) (82) (81) (80) (79

439
4410 439 439 426 412 403 403 403 403 402 402 401 396 390 386 385 380 377 377 376 374 356
424 424 423 410 396 388 388 387 387 386 386 386 330 374 369 369 363 360 360 359 357 338
30 18 35 34 31 20 7 33 25 42 21 16 41 38 38 27 45 35 5 36 29 31
404 404 403 391 378 371 371 371 371 370 370 369 364 359 355 354 350 347 346 345 343 326
23 11 33 38 35 37 27 18 6 45 5 45 44 38 38 44 29 21 24 41 38 36
424 424 423 406 376 364 364 364 363 382 362 362 381 347 339 338 336 333 315 332 330 285
12 6 8 14 1316 9 3 11 8 4 1 1 2 2 14 7 8 16 14 19 18
541
29
(114 (113) (112) (111) (110) (109) (108) (107) (106) (105) (104) (103) (102) (101)
21 3 W 451
29 9 | 1T 458 455 455 454 | 449 447 447 440
22 4 = 452
e
30 22 11 6 3?{_ 440 437 437 437 434 432 430 429 425
29 42 38 18% 42 30 2 20 21 7 41 15 41
35 28 18 13 117 419 416 416 416 413 411 409 409 405
¥
26 40 31 25 3% 44 17 13 7 19 12 45 6 41
469 454 454 453 448 434 444 431 442
- 17 5 2 16 18 17 4 9 13
L
\
O
L
= 45 40 33 30
b
14 13 11 2




