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At present moment, when war with Germany is a possibility, it might be well for you to warn Japanese Govern-
ment that if hostilities spread to Far East and an attack on Hong-Kong or Wei-hai-wei were to take place. we
should rely on their support. (Foreign Office Document. Aug. 4th, 1914, Vol. XI (85865] No. 549)
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As some time will be needed in order that our ships of war may find and destroy German ships in Chinese waters,



it is most important that the Japanese fleet should, if possible, hunt out and destroy the armed German mer-
chant cruisers who are now attacking our commerce.

If the Imperial Government would be good enough to employ some of their men of war thus, it would be of
the greatest advantage to His Majesty’s Government. This, of course, means as act of war against Germany,
but this is, in our opinion, unavoidable. JTKE%Z" HEWRH MEEKEEE LR & 1$ 1 H<—RI°
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(3 Paul Reinch; An American Diplomat in China, N. Y., 1922, p. 123.
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To avoid interval trouble and disturbance of trade in China, we are anxious to limit acts of war to operations
at sea and more particularly protection of British merchant vessels. Sir John N. Jordin considers that fighting in
Tantz-Kiang can be avoided.
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Aide-Memoire
Sir E. Grey deprecated their taking unlimited action as their doing so might give rise to serious disturbances
in China and said that he would not in the circumstances at present ask Japan to take action under the Treaty....
Sir E. Grey cannot, in view of these circumstances and of the absence at present. of any apparent dangers to
Hong-Kong or British Concessions, say that the special interests of Great Britain in Fast Asia are menaced to such
a serious extent as would make it essential for him to appeal, on that ground alone, to the Alliance.
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Sir E. Grey desires me to ask that the Imperial Government should defer the declaration of war until he has

bad time to consult the Commander of Chief in China Station and His Majesty’s Minister at Peking. (ZuE&%E
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Telegram from Sir E. Grey Aug. 15, 1914

A joint Communication might be made at Peking pointing out that the object of the proposed operations would
be to restore Kiaochau eventually to (hina and the restoration of China’s full sovereignty over Shangtung, and
asking China to consent to foreign troops crossing her territory for the above purpose, or at any rate not to protest
against it. If the Chinese resist, we can hardly be a party to a violation of Chinese territory and to overcome
their opposition by force. This is the very thing which Germans are now doing in Belgium and which is the prin-
cipale cause of our war with Germany. It is true that we have no treaty with China as we have with Belgium
but we should never the less be open to reproach.
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Telegram from Sir E. Grey London August 9, 1914
The British Minister at Peking is apprehensive lest a declaration of war on the part of Japan may give rise to
the impression that extensive operations affecting China may take place, which would have a serious effect on the
stability of that country. In view of this opinion, I am at present anxious to limit the operation of war in China
Seas to the protection of commerce at sea, and I should like to have time for the further consideration of this matter
in conjunction with the British Minister at Peking and the Commander-in-Chief on the China Station. You should
therefore ask the Japanese Government to defer declaration of war until 1 have had time to do so.
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It appears to me most desirable that our joint note should include assuranee in sense originally suggested by Japa-
nese Foreign Minister that no intention of territorial aggrandizement at China’s expense is entertained by either
power and that all Chinese territory which is now in German occupation but which may be captured by Great Bri-

m&b and Japan will on the termination of hostility be restored to China. In event of such a written assurance being

considered inadvisable, I would suggest that a verbal assurance to the same effect be given by me and Japanese
Charge d’affaires when we send the joint note.

(81) Japan’s Policy towards China as revealed in her acts from the beginning of the Revolution in 1911 to the close
of the World War in 1918—exactly seven years. ~NE40D " Ax D LEOR - MEERFN (Documents on British
Foreign Policy 1919-1939, First Series Vol. VI M2t 50 | R | R Kmp< mKE) 27 Mg v mi © iR v
AV IEEEFEN R BB VE R P ORENEOVRRACOKM A MERYA O AN RO H DY 5% M | R RED
m+ | m$E @ Japanese Poliey in China ~ 4~ o &35l (634/1/7/15725) O MuiF ) +° Japan’s poliey in China is largely
opportunist but it is always guided by the consideration that Japan’s interests are best served by a weak China ~
WRY50R MRED "I DYHORFHNHv-20P 80 1 SRA{VAe® mMELKERB VKLY B ov v KEEL B
S48 T RIHEEFENI- | REESN O 0D BEUEK AL O R EOHEREACMBELS N Oy y B Y’
She (Japan) was materially strong, but she was morally weak VX HFMEBNICOV S0° wUBE EBEEJODRRAQ
HERCOFEPR LB VEP VY BLHEFHIMBr o BEEEFEROHEVEe20V 8" BREUIMESVRE LB Lo0RY
ROV HAELESVOHRIBRORLLRE BEBY K SEE L E 0 REY e v VORI OgRN”

They thought the war for years would last,
A golden chance to rush their schemes,



To plunder China quick and fast,
And realise their cherished dreams.
No more the days of dark intrigue,
No more for twenty-one demands;
The Democratic Powers will league
To free the earth from robber bands.
Had Kaiser’s mighty armies won,
Could Europe’s regions Kaiser claim,
The children of the Rising Sun
Would Asia rule with awesome name !
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(1) Thomas ¥. Milliard; Our Eastern Question, 1916, p. 92
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(1) EECEHEMY <mimKRES Presidential mandate proclaiming neutrality -V LIENW L42° vz

Whereas we are happily at psace with all sovereigns, powers and states v 5> ~ER Y Lo’ VO ¥K O F ¥ B Safv
ROLBKEK OB /0°
Pracepts of Neutrality

1. Belligerents are not allowed o0 occupy any part of the territory or the territorial waters of China; nor to

commit an act of war therein, nor to make use of any place therein as a base of operations against their
adversaries.

‘2. Troops of any of the belligerents, their munitions of war or supplies are not allowed to cross the territory
or territorial waters of China. xj-& (MacMurray; Treatise, Vol. I, No, 1917/7, p. 1365 M *40)
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(11> U. S. Foreign Relations, Supplement, 1914, pp. 162-167.

(1) Hosea Ballon Morse and Hearley Farnsworth MacNair; Far Kastern International Relations, 1931, p. 671.
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(<) Morse and MacNair; ibid. p. 5§78 ¥~ 2%’ “East Asiatic squadron instructed to avoid hostile acts against England
in case Japan remains neutral. Please inform Japanese government” ~<mi-|imEEEEST S > s KEMKENEERS
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Sir Edward Grey considers it very difficult not to offer participation in the operation to France as she has col-
lected all her reserves at Tiensin.
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I am glad you said what you did about the outrageous conduct and mistreatment of Chinese by the Japanese in
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Telegram from Sir Edward Grey August 21st



1 am ready, in view of the reasons adduced by the Minister of Foreign Affairs, to drop for the joint
declaration to the Chinese Government. The words proposed by me viz: “in settlement of peace” wére
intended to refer to the general plan of persuading China to accept our joint advice in the future, and
were wot meant to refer specifically to Kiao-chow.

I have not forgotten the conversation regarding the Liao-tung Peninsula which I had with Baron Kato on
the eve of his departure from this country, and I realize fully that in return for her expending of blood
and money Japan may find it necessary to make Conditions.

We are now prepared to co-operate,
British Embassy,
Tokyo
August 22nd, 1914
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Aide Memoire
The Ameriécan Government notes with satisfdetion that Japan, in demanding the surrender by Germany of the
entire leased territory of Kiaochow, does so with the purpose of restoring the territory to China, and that Japan is
seeking no territorial aggrandizement in Ching in the moveinent now contempting, but is acting in striet pursu-
ance of the alliance with Great Britain.
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