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NOTES ON THE GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS 
OF TOTALITARIAN DICTATORSHIP 

by Kazushige Nara 

There are many arguments as to whether Communism and Fascism 

(including Nazism) are considered in the same group of Totalitarianism 

or Dictatorship. In discussing this problen]atic situation which con-

cerns the gravity of our urgent world crisis, we often lead to the 

sharpness of the clash between democracy and totalitarianism, and 

oversimp[ify the alternatives as democracy versus totalitarianism. It 

is here important to clarify what totalitarianism is, although a 

biased view or normative evaluation is inevitable to deal with. 

Dictatorship at present has developed a special form of government 
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(cf. Alfred Coffan, Dictatorship, 1939) which differs from the old 

dictatorial system. The meaning of Dictatorship as we know it today, 

such as Communism and Fascism, has many traits which are similar 

to the characteristics of Totalitarianism. 

In this article, the writer studied the general characteristics of 

Totalitarian Dictatorship referring to the remarkable works of J. F. 

Friedrich and Z. K. Brzezinski and intended to seek direction for our 

future studies. 
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