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The Sun in William Blake’s Full-Page Illustrations and Large Color
Prints: From The Ancient of Days to Elohim Creating Adam

Kohta Nakajima

This study explores William Blake’s consistent use of the sun motif in his
artworks from the mid-1790s, focusing on four key pieces: The Ancient of Days,
the frontispiece and Plate 8 of The Song of Los, and Elohim Creating Adam. While
previous studies have interpreted the four works individually, this study offers a
cross-sectional analysis that identifies a unified symbolic expression. I examine
the detailed visual representations, Blake’s own writings and contemporaneous
accounts, and argue that Blake’s depiction of the sun not only represents a source
of light but also a symbol that obscures true spiritual illumination. This motif aligns
with his concept of “two suns”—the material and the spiritual sunwhere the former
hinders the latter’s perception. The consistent portrayal of the material world’s sun
as an object that conceals rather than illuminates reflect Blake’s critical stance
toward the material world and its creation. I also highlight how Blake’s visual
imagery operates independently of his poetic texts, emphasizing the integral role
of his artworks in expressing his complex philosophical and theological ideas. This
analysis enhances the understanding of Blake’s symbolic language and underscores

the importance of visual motifs in conveying his critique of the material world.
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