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Bradley’s Criticism on Hedonism:
Concerning Qualitative Hedonism and the Relationship
between Pleasures and Activities

Toshinari Mizuno

(1)Bradley provides four interpretations concerning Mill’s view on the quality
of pleasure. This paper clarifies that Bradley’s four interpretations are inconsistent
with Mill’s view that the quality of pleasure is a discontinuous quantity of pleasure.

However, the four views which Bradley’s interpretations raise are possible
ones, although they are not the same as Mill’s view. This paper demonstrates that
Bradley’s criticisms of those four views are implausible.

(2)Both Bradley’s and Mill’s views concerning the relationship between
pleasures and activities hold that pleasures and activities make one whole. On the
other hand, their views differ as follows: in Bradley’s view, activities, not pleasures,
are definite aspects of the whole, while in Mill’s view, pleasures are definite aspects
of the whole. This paper demonstrates that Mill’s view is more plausible than

Bradley’s view.
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