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The Significance and Development of Preserving and Sharing
Academic Materials Related to Taiwan:
Focusing on the Digital Archiving of Field Notes

Maoko Miyaoka

During Japanese colonial rule in Taiwan (1895-1945), extensive research
was conducted on the society, culture, and languages of Taiwan, providing
critical foundational studies for later anthropological and linguistic research.
Particularly notable are findings on Austronesian Indigenous peoples, today known
as “Yuanzhumin / Yuanzhuminzu” (J5{E B/EFE R &),  whose societies and
cultures had underwent significant transformations since the colonial era. These
studies captured invaluable historical records of cultures and languages, many of
which have since been lost or transformed.

Since the late 1990s, Japan has advanced digital archiving efforts to preserve
and share academic materials. Among these, the Research Institute for Languages
and Cultures of Asia and Africa (ILCAA) at Tokyo University of Foreign Studies
led a pivotal project to digitize and release Taiwanese academic materials collected
by linguists Naoyoshi Ogawa and Erin Asai. In recent years, Similar initiatives,
including the digitization of field notes by the Tokushima Prefectural Torii Rytzo
Memorial Museum, have followed.

These digitized archives have not only fostered new research in anthropology
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and linguistics but also provided invaluable resources for Taiwan’s Indigenous

communities, enabling them to reconnect with their cultural heritage.
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