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The Social Pleasure of the Body
A Life Story of Sociologist Masayuki Okahara

Kazuki Goto

This is a life story interview with Professor Masayuki Okahara by the author as
his disciple.

Prof. Okahara has had asthma since he was a child. For him, the body has been
a stranger that is not controllable and something to be found or created by himself
every day.

The experience at Keio Futsubu School was so important because it was the first
time that his body could be lively in a social community.

When he was a high school student, he encountered “the underground theater”
that taught him the way of body expressions as words. The actors’ self-reflexive
bodies represented on stage were just beautiful.

Through some conflicts with his mother, he went his own way. He joined a
student movement at the Hiyoshi campus. And then, he threw himself into the
activity of assisting disabled persons who were going to be independent from home
and facilities. At the same time, his method of Sociology was born.

This is a story about the spring of his life.
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