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The Implication of “Education” in the Works of Late Mito Studies:
Its Historical Meaning as a Substratum of the Modern Concept of
“Education”

Masami Yamamoto

In this paper, the author searched for examples of the word “education” in
pre-modern Japan in various writings of the so-called Mito Studies. As a result, it
was confirmed that there are abundant examples of the use of the word “education”
in the writings of Aizawa Seishisai, a central figure in Mito Studies. The abundant
examples of the use of the word “education” in Seishisai’s writings suggest that
he had constructed a system of thought that could be called “educational thought”
within his own sphere of thought. Furthermore, it is possible to recognize that
his perception of “education” was the origin of the modern Japanese perception
of education symbolized by the “Imperial Rescript on Education”, that is, the
perception of education as an activity that contributes to the perpetuation of the

Imperial State Japan.
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