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“Cheki” Studies in Idol Culture: Relationships Reinforced
and Visualized Through Photo Shooting/Photography

Mana Kamioka

This study examines the tools of communication between fans and
young pop singers, also known as idols, focusing on the “Cheki” — a
type of photography taken by small polaroid camera. It has been
proposed that the figure of idol culture is in the relationship between
idols and fans, and it is not vertical but horizontal. “Cheki” notably
symbolize this relationship. In this paper, I will clarify the meaning
of this phenomenon in the context of the Japanese idol culture.

I demonstrate that the concept and process of taking “Cheki” pho-
tography has not been described in previous studies. Although “Che-
ki" can be considered a similar to Handshake events, there are many
differences between these activities. To observe the rules and behav-
ior during the “Cheki” shootings, I have conducted web survey and
interview with participants, including both fans and idols. As a re-
sult, it became clear that “Cheki” photography has strong connection
with and within the idol culture. I argue that intimacy between fans
and idols that appears during the photo shooting is a symbol of idol
culture. Moreover, the materialness of “Cheki” also visualizes accu-
mulation and such connection.
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1. EU®IC

1970 4EARLIBE [7 A4 Fov | LIFEN AT, 2L, T2 % W
D% ALIE H ARSI &, BNt o SUbEREIC B A2 5.2 T & 7.
ANITEFENC XAUE, R L /37 5 —~ — QBRI R ¥ — 0 X 9 7 fE
NOFIEE L TOEBEMR (7 7) PORAIIKPENLEEHATHE ()
JI11993: 78-82), KFHIBIMR (T a) IZHHBLART VT A FIVED
Wk EdSoTwofz, 29 L7ZHEDOT A PV EZRET 5 fbo—212
[Fx]| EMENETA FVE 77 P OBEERESH L. L7104
BAEHDOAL A5 2 v AT [FxF (instax) | (& [T 27827 R &
SEE, #TH, E2TYH, BLEFOET, T CICRELY, EL-
W FLTC, BIFWEEIEOND. | 23T M 1998 FEFETE S 1L
7o (FRHEM1999: 2). ZOF =X EZHWTHE LT A FVET 7 Uh52
ANTES-FE (V—Yay MEHE) &, 74 Ve FEEELEZTLER
FYDAAL Y EY 2T VICHWORY, EANEF YT 5= v ADT
A FVISHEY ) — XA TSRO STEEND 2 R ETA PV EEERHY
DY EFOMmELTHRBHESN TS, KFTIE, FoF27 4 vt
TARVT 7 Y UIZBWTESZE L T LERZHD, BEOT A FVX
GBI 2 7 7 2 &7 A FVORICEER SN AB/RELZwR LTS 2 &£ T,
BRSO AL 2 2T IIRE LIVRT 5 2 E ST RECld v
EEZ D, FE, ERO—5TE LTAREAEORBEEZZE T 714 Fvk
T07 7 yORFHEO-MHEERT LEEHEFESOL VWS (KH
2014: 8; ArH 2017: 118). AT Al ko CifbENsr 332 =71 D
HHE LT, WAKEEZHW I3 2= =Y arPaa=s 1R
IHEREL T2 00 % SULHSZFEO SR SIS 22T 5.
KIEROBIIU T TH 2. FITHATMELST A FADPBIEIZE>TE
DE)BFETH L RSN, BTSN TE2, FHIZ 2010 RIS
NB7A FVERDY & EFEBROELEICOVWTERT L. ZZTREINT
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oTHERE, 232 —var bk FaxEEARREWS AT S

2. TATHRERE

FATEDN SHEDHTT A FLERED L) RIEETH > 72h, R
SENTELA AT EDI)ITERFELTCE L2 EMT L. 74 PV
LIz CoOmgE, EEHaY, UHES, 274 T, IVvFa7
NVAY T4 — X ED5FEFTHRIL <, RRZFEBRIWICHED ST &7z, Bl
MICZENENOREZZSIT 52 & TERZ TR L, ARUFZE0HEZ R~
B, 7274 FIVICET B % & F o it id e i se DAk o312 b % HF
ELTBY, ZNox2sBT L2 L1374 RVLIIZEIZ & > TUEAT
RCTHDH., FRTEINLOERDPH LWL OO T F A M EASH L

DO HED 5.

2-1. RE—=DPS5T7A NILADER
TARNVEN)BETEINLIHFRSY L Y FOBEYIZ 1970 LS
HbITwa (NI11993: 80; Hi#k 2007: 10; AHI 2011: 23). /MIE 60
AU D FRED BN H B /87 4 =< =TI L TS0 [ 7
4PV LT sR TRz b, $h77 v (BIR) L OBk
WS [2T7] 1lho7cl bl E [TL - 74 FLUH] & LTw
% (URN11993: 77-79). F7-FKEH], £ < o7 4 FIViRFREAIHED -
7ERAR OB AL, 70K TRESEEONAHE] THDH I L
BTA FVOGEMNTHY) [Eh L ZFE] O RICH > 7255, 90 FFLIZ1
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[NEWEW) ZEDREM] ol bifioTwd (FIA 2007 [1993]:
134-135). A% =D BE$T HME 2 ST A FUPELTL T L EANE R
FATHBYVEDLLINEST, T4 FIVEWV) SEOHEDO A X — VR HEE
HEAL L 72l 60 SRR 5 70 FRUCH o7 EZ BN L. S 5 ITHRE
&, [7A4 FVRE ) HETBI2o0, 770726574 FLEDRE
BoXxHW (FF) 250, »OoTOLH) %, HHMEENRILEL
fol EERETUSY sY a YANOHMER RO T2 (Fiild 1989:
81). 2F N T A ML) FENHB L CLURE, 29 MEN5/87 5 —
T =NOBEN L OHBIEIR LT 0N HFEEHBNEZLL Tz
LWz b,

FOBROHENLEEL ZOFMIZOVTI LS 2 LIIIIRIZESL D
ZHLETAFNET 7 v OKRFPLREARMEEZT A PV e 83 5H0E L
THAMERIRMAE, ZhE2 TR v ZIORTHRICERT A2 ETT
A FVEw)ars Yo AbrReBIEE U o a7z RIZ 2000 4R
DIBg, 74 FVE7 7 v OBREEIRT 2 & & D ICHMET 25 LT
HAONTELBTRIIOVWTORRZ I 2.

22. EFRICE>TELDERR
BFRIOWTIREE—RWEA T2 EI2E - T, TAKBEE] Lw
IBEL LY FTIY EWFHh, AKB4S (& Zolilitk 7 v —7) ORT
ZKNIOWTHEm S NS Z &%\ (KH 2011 278; A 2014: 30; &%
DA 20150 6). FNLURIZOIBFRIEIT A FVOA XY MELTHEL
TWds, REIESNA L) H 720132010 £ TH 5. BTFH
A3H 725 THRITEFWRPEEZ T TE AL, FITHEINRL 77 v &
TA FVOBREIC S REREEE G 2728\ ). BIEITHR~R72 &9 %K
SFORMMRMEZ L Y BETHE R D 0L Ll S k.
KHIZBETFETOMA DA =D NEH [Fihzdo & &IcH#Er 70
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YMIoRE v, BIKO—BIZH o Twb ] (K 2011: 278-279)
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77 v L OBV ET K] ZEER L EaILEER] OEEANENTW 2
EIRHE L7 ORI 2011: 278-279). 2% ) IO ORI &L o THRR S L
H01E, BTEAIZI 2KBOMEMLE 77 v & T4 FVORRIEORSET
H5H. FMFOFTHEEIL [AKBIS (3 TEMZNHAREHTEL L) &
L Cwaw] &L HERTRERZ [33a=r—Yary (K] o
MfED FHE L DIBTFEEEL T A1 74 N b CEREEARTTRE 72 B
BTA PVEHES L ETHEOIRE 5252 L 2BHL TS (T8
2013: 131)

2-3. WTF74 NI aRiKEET BHEERERRK

DEDX) BFEEEBETLITANVET 7 Y OMOBEEOR &
1%, 2010 FRUBED 7 A RV EFESA L TOF—T—FEwz b, Lol
ZHLTA PVIAIZBIT A3 I 2=~ a Y OfF ) ERIZE LT
HMBLLZZH L Wb o Tldz <, 0FERI DT T A N LIEN S 555
WRONTWID A7 7 v T4 FILVEDBBEELZ ET A RAETIVIC
EHEL TVt W) BRED 5.

KHERHEHIE— 5 1E, KEHBWRRliRA EZEB XA BT, 90 4
FROMTT A FVIZOWTIHRRT WS (K 2011: 190-196; 3% H « #AH
2016: 71-72). WO T LE LR EDATA TROETONTHLITA T
NI ARBIBIRB T EIE 5T, 77 ET A KV EOEBEIWERIC
WD, EXbPIE, 77 EORAD L) REHEEHT 74 Lo
KERFHME LTS (Sbh: 145-146). HTF7 A4 FVIE~vA X T 1
7 (HE) TIHELSHONEZ LR, ZRD 27 7 ¥ OIS
ILFED, WF7A PRI [EEE] AR SIS Lv ). EE
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L THT 7T A FVOBBHIFEITHBEO/NS WA TH ), 77 b
BRI OFHIEND T, A=t 77 OMBLITEALERARRIE
DRI ] LRGBS, TBIRMEO-E 721 Aiud e 23 T3EFEE
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L, #8HICEET 2 HGBRMICE > TEERA V7512202255 ] &
L7z, BHO L) IS NG 74 TIIESHIE Y 123 6% ) 251 HET,
FINATTIET A FURIGEIZEZ D80 [9A4 774 FviklizL
7277 b AI AT APEIIIFETAOTIE R EEZ 2]
(FrH 2017: 118-119). #rHIE, SO I 2 =7 1 1T HHN L BEERENEE b -
TBY, V29—=F +FIUFT4DORANEY Y« a3 2 =T E%2S
LS, [Hk] #ALEHE L) 7R [Tl 208235
HIZBWT, A —fy PEHEHLE LTI 2=T 1 LIZRL D
DAI2=T A4 THDELT[<FTATTA FNVKEKR>] LT
CCTHHIET A 72EMICB T 2 5F R Rk erd 2 12Xk 5 — KK
DVWTRN, T L7TATHRBEDSII 2 =T A \OREEHRTEDL L
LTw5 (ibid: 122-124).

DEDEIBWTFTA FVDOTATAXRY b OB HiX, 74 vk
77 yOIATORREE ML, TNEHD AN AL T A PVIZE o
TIECRBAEINTELZ LV D7Z59. WTFTA FLVERT L0EH0%H
DY, TNFEFTHTTA PVILZERZONTELTANVET 7 Y OH
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BRI, B, BIFNERIIRHE, FEA0F M Mb T 7 4 et
ERICERONL M E R > TS,

2-4. ARARDREEER

CZFETTARLALICB IR 77 v £ 74 FVOBREE O & BT
WeEMEt LC& 2%, FFINHICBVT [Fo+] ICHTs0MIE2
DGR, HREICK L THEFIDR G, FoF L) SEFBFLOR
R EWH L THEEBON TV LEELH LD, HEIE% M3 ThiT
WO R SR T A5 Z LR TH L. F o FERLTH LWL
fbCidnl, BETA FVELZTEL BEIZ2000 EI2IE7 T T A
FVoA Xy MEIIEASNTEY) (Ll 2019b: 124), FEHOFILET
13 2009 FEAVITHFEICHT 7 A FVoPiloe CERILL T LoTK
RCENIZOWTHET A LI E T EDOERDH LIS ) L EZ
5.

ZLTC, FoXolErMEORTFEORTHLESL Z LTI TH S
DERET S &, BBROBEMEE V) TIZOWTIEFAETH 55, BAED
TA RV R#T 5 A 71 7 & LCOWRRICET 2imd A9 Tdh
b BEEELEHREVIEKBREE ) OBRTHLIELZ LN TE LT <
FIEIFEME LTHERATHY, FoIWRMICOZ->TT7 A4 FASULIZERS
LTWAERIIEZ) LAEAMZEBb REWEHEN SIS, 22
ZTCARRETIE, FoXOREHMTECHL AT 4 7L LTOREET A F
NVIALDRBTH 2 BREDS ED L) 1K D L ohIcEB L, b=
2T AEBYABEII A=Y a YOBREEKRT A Fo XD
BEELTOBUZBEZ AL T, LW, BFRL3RLLT <
FORREZEHL, BEOTA PV CEERENTI hr ol
FrXOEE, TNCEoTHEEEINL 7 7 v &7 A4 VOB R
T5.
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VIR E L72Y, 22 1IEEICOX 1 AFZEL 2 v—7 (BELT
WHKG) MELTHE FRELEZ TOERBIZEET) §5008 L
729 FrlFox] BELETANVLIHOL VA VR AT [Fo X
(instax) ] 22y —vay bE2E 7 V=7V 3y MEEOAREIET
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729,

AL T, FEE, ENOMNENE L F o FEREHE & BRIV T
5 11HE % %E L7z WS oEEG KT B 57 4, &)
451, TZ2of] 1T, HEBEOAE LISET 2 FITHHCR & L7
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41. FIFEBEOHE
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